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"Second Queſtion ſhow!d Le propel 


7 Dl 


TO THE 
. . | 

Chriſtian Reader. 
. 

T was in Obedience to the defire of an Honourable Friend that this fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe was written; that it was confined to ſuch narrow 
bounds; and that it 1s now why, > ww thought it requiſite that (uh Catho- 
lics as are 70t at leaſure to read Volums of Controverlies, ſhould be inſtruft- 
ed how to give arational Account to Modern SeQtarics, why they arc Ca- 
tholics ? and ke thought aljo that to juſtifi ſuch their Profeſn,a long Dil- 
courſe would not be neceſſary. This occaſjuned the following Anſwer to the 
Queſtion propoſed i the Title : which Antwer of rational and ſatisfafto- 
ry,vill prevent or rather determine, all other particu/ar Queſtions about 
Kalieion, the debattrg of which ks the world with Books to fill great 
Libraries.But what fate ſoeter ſhall befal this Anſwer in the eſteem of Rea- 
ders, certain it is that themethad of it 1s unqueſtionably uſeful, by which is 
ſhewed that the Controverlie about the Church #5 frſt of all to be ſeriouſly 
delated : berauſe what Parry ſoever ſhall be able to grv: corvincin Proce 
that thetr Church #5 the Jam—g a true Member of the ſame Church which 
we believe 1n the Creed, ſhal m_ erin that all accuſations laid againſt 
her are falſe and groundleſs, and all ſeparation from her damnable. And on 
the other ſide it will be to no purpoſe to examine the Tenets of a Church al- 
ready prejuged to be a falſeChurch, that is, to want the inſeparable Marks 
true Church, ſignifyed by theſe words tn eur Creeds,One, Holy, Ca- 
thalicand Apoſtolic Church,denoting Uniry of Faith, Sanity of Dilci- 

pline,UUniverſality and uninterrupted Succeſſion of Teachers and Goycr 

hors from the Apoſtles, to be nece @ySigrs of arrue Church —_ 

Now for as much as regards the followingDiicourſe,zf any on: ſhall think 
fit to undertake a Reply to it ; he may f to take notice, thats ( _ be 
tntend to make quarrels uſeleſs and endleſs.) the only properReply wil Le hes 
Anſwer to another like Queſtion, which he may ſuppoſe to be propoſed to hins 
by a Catholic, viz. How can a Proteſtant think himſelf ſafe in aCongre- 
pation which neyer was incorporated in anyChurch whatſoever cxiltent 
before the (fretended) Reformation 2 This Queſtion, if ſeriouſly and r8- 
tionally reſolved, and eſpecially if the Reſolution of 7t Le juſtifyed by Au- 
thoriries of (by ws all approved.) Anticnt Catholic Doftors,gt will then on- 
ly be efteemed of conſiderable force agataſt this following Anſwer to the Que- 
ſton, Why are you a Catholic ? lf = | 
Now in this rezewed Impreſſion, the Author tho 'ght expe.liemt that ſuch 4 
ſed, as by a Catholic to a Proteſtant, de- 
hy are you a Proteſtant?To which Bue- 


manding reciprocally of hin: 


fron an Anſwer is framed, the moſt | —_ to Proteſtants grounds, that the 
2 e 


Author cold der aſe. 


Pie is not ignorant that this faſhion of writing Controverſies Dialogue- 
wile is oft obn2xtous 10 exceptions, and abt enuf ſuſpicions of partiality an1 
frevars: ation : For indeed we ſomt:times ſee Dialogues, in which the Au- 
thors (ho-waay make their pretended Adverlaricst? ſpraket they them(elees 
pleaſe) do put fooliſh Anſwers imto their months, ana then laugh at them: 
Treſuming thereby to have gained a Viltory. - 

But ſach a poor ſhift as this the Author froteſls agaruft.The all:gations 4- 
gainjt the Roman Church braughtts by the Proteitant,are,zn theAuthors 
ofinton, the moſt conſiderate that are to be frund aworg Proteſtant Conr 
rrovernits, which allegations he is peymutted alſo t) deliver #24 Stite , ſoy 
1ts ſharpne(s, lecoming a Proteſtant now a la Mode. Tra: it 15,the Author 
could not poſſibly make him anſwer pertinently an1azre&ly t3 the Quettion. 
But whoſe failt is that ? No ſuch Anſwer, with tolerablejatisjattion, as ſar 
4s the Author could iform himſelf, could be found inreram narura. | 
* Now#f any Proteſtant Reader ſhall diſlike th? Author's 1n:rodurrng bis 
Proteſtant ſom2time5 re'enting, or convinced that ſameCarholic Dotrines 
are too oft falſly andmalicioully reprefented by Adverſaries,the Authours 
excuſe muſt Le,that he having according ta his conſcience demonſtrated ſa 
' much, his duty was to ſhew his Adverſarv a rational, honeſt mas, th.t 1s, 
fich a one as will be [atisfyed with reaſon : ani indeed with ns other 1; hs 
willing to treat. "8 | 

However jf this do not content the Reader, he may d) well toſram: a 
ttter Proteſtant Anfwer to the general Queſtion EW hy are youa Pro- 
reſtant? ] But except ſuch his. Auſwer be. tnaeed preciſely pertinent , 'and 
Proper to the clearing his Church from the Charge of Schalm.crther by ſh-w- 
ing that ſhe is indeed a true Memther gncorporated into the Body of the (a+ 
tholic Ch rch, beltievel in our Common Creel ; Or that ſhe 15 mnnxent, and 
+ot chargeable with Schiſm, though ſhe be not yea abhors to be.ſo 1ncorpora- 
ted; he would do much better to ſave his Labaur.No ather Anſwer can be per- 
#rment No oil ing 8 EntoDfoeftiee againſt any otherChurch,zrChurches, 
will.be at all to the purpd[e Except therefare the. 1 ritended Aniwer be qualify- 
&d as hath teen ſaid, he muſt give the preſent Author leave to proteſt againſt 
it, as no Anſwer at af; mmrithſtanaing which Proteſtatzon the Prateſtant 
way, anl probably wills take leave ta thinkand proclaim it unanſweratle. 
"Now the yather t3 route. him t0 HUN fach 4 juſt, though unuſual, 
and hi theo unÞratiife 1s Tak, the Author does bee feel, atkrowlede that 
7.25 4 frincepal end of b:s Writing and Publiſhing this Difcourle : for hz 
ixuth te, the World has Leen too long, and toomuch, abuſed with mperti- 
X-ucies nnd malicious Buffonries, t91þe perverting of Souls, excreaſe of A- 


* I il & £ . 

them 4x4 ſhame 0 047 Nation. Ps 
SI I fo Motive alſo of c:wpoſing this ſhort Diſcourſe, was 
| deſire tw. the Author-t7 Take occaſion 1) deliver "triefly the Catholic 
Ctnrch's Do&rines,* as they are in themſelves , and freed Fw the curious 


Farciss of School-men,and miſpriſion of Sectaries,to the Glcry of C: Gan 
Y 


the good of Sou!s 


Why are you a oa ns 


DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN A 


PROTESTANT 


AND A 


CATHOLIC. 


Proteſtant. HY are you a Catholic ? 
Catholic. Becauſe I am a Chriſtian, and'by the: 
Rule of Chriftian Faith (the Apoſtles Creed): am obliged to believe 
the holy Catholic: Church. © - 
Prot,Did not you believe that Article before you was a Catholic ? 
: Cath. T thought indeed at that time that Thad believed itz but I 
have found ſince that I only thought ſo. 
Proz. It ſeems then, you do nor think that E believe this Article, 
as well as you. - 
' Cath, Tan fire that by vertne of this Article you ar6not obliged 
to þe a. Proteſtant, _ 
" &. 2. Prot. Perhaps we do not agree in the ſence of this Article. * 
Cath. Tt may well be fo : therefore for a tryab give me leave to 
propoſe-a few Qveſtions to you. 
*Prot. Ark what you pleaſe, 
"Cath. Firſt then, when you fay you believe the " Catholic Church, 
do. you not believe this Charch to be. one —_ as St, Part expreſl 
- . teaches: 


: : Fhy ave you a Catholic? 
teaches, ſaying, 'There is one Body, one Spirit, as there is one Hope of our 
calling, one Lord, one Faith, one Boptior, one God and Father of all, &c. 
Epheſ.4-4.5.6.and as weFrofeſs inthe following Creed of the Church. 
Prot. Yes, 1 believe the true Catholic Church of Chriſt to be one 
$. 3- And do you not further believe, -that this Church of Chriſt 
ſhall continue oe Bodytill the end of the world ? | 
Prot. Yes doubtleſs; for otherwiſe the time might come, in which 
this Frticle of our Faith ſhould be falſe : and alſo Chriſ#*s promiſe 
yoo the Gates of Hell ſhould never prevail againſt his Church] ſhould 
Il. 


$. 4- Cath. Inprofeſſing ſuch a Belief of this Article, do you not 
alſo intend thereby to acknowledg your ſelf 4 Mentber of this ove Ce 
t#holic Church? . 

Prot. Yes, without doubt. 

Cath. You cannor ſurely think it a matter indifferent whether you 
be a Member of this oze Church,or not ? 

Prot. No, by no means; On the contrary I acknowledg, that 
whoſoever is ſeparated from this ove Church of Chriſt, and dies in that 
ſeparation, cannot be ſaved. 

$. 5. Cath. Thus far then we both agree. Let us farther, if you 
pleaſe, confider,what a Ghvrch in general is,l mean « Chriſtian Church? 

Prot. I conceive it to be a Society of Men and Women publicly. 
profeſling that Religiox which they believe to have been tanght by 
Chriſt. | | 

oF Cath. Bat every Society thus profeſſing, is it thereby the 
fame Chnrch which we are taught to believe in the Creed ? 0 

Pros. It is at leaſt a part of that Church, 

Cath. Are then Societies of Heretics and Schiſmatics part of that. 
oxe- Church, ſince they alſo profeſs the Religior which they. believe to 
have been taught by Chrii?? Fs 260 

Prot. No: For they cut themſelves off from this oe Church, either 
by inventing New and falſe DoQtrines, whichrenders them Hereticr, 
that is,Chuſers of a new Faith:Or by diſobeying the Lawful Commands. 
of this ore Church, which renders them Schiſmratics, that is, Rebels. 

h. 7. Cath. Can any Society be called oe Body, or Corporatiag, 
gnleſs it be »»ited by common received Laws and Governors? 

Prez. 1 now beyin to perceive whither you would lead me, Therc- 


fore 


Why are you a Catholic 3 C J 
fore I maſt adviſe well leſt I engage my ſelf too far by an haſty an- 
fiver to this Queſtion. af oh: wa ſy 
Cath. Sir it 8 not Viftory, but truth we now regard. Therefore 
ſpeak not of being exgaged, but freely recat any Anſwer you have, 
or ſhall give, if you find cauſe. And asfor the preſent Queſtion, con- 
fider well what that is which makes a Society, as a Kingdom, a Pro- 
vince, an Army, a City, a Corporation to become one Body. Is it 
not an Obligation impoſed on thoſe who live reſpeQively in any of 
theſe, to be ſubjeft to the peculiar Government and Laws there e- 
ftabliſhed 2 This appears plainly, in that whereſoever any one obſti- 
nately refuſes ſuch fabmiſlion, he is efteemed and treated as a Rebel, 
a Fugitive, an ontlawed perſon, and ntterly deprived of all Pri> 
viledges and emoluments belonging to the fatd Body. 

Prot. This cannot be fa | 

Cath. Apply this then to God's Church. St. Paul ſays expreſly, it is 
one Body: your Creed obliges you to call it One : The Scripture com- 

res it to a City at Unity in it ſelf; and to a well ordered Army with 

arnmers, under which all Soldrers are reduced in their, ranks, ex- 
petting the Generals command, fignifyed by ſabordinate dfficers.Sach 
a ſociety is Gods Church: It is the Kingdom of Chriſt, which if once 
divided cannot ſtand. But by his promiſe it (and no other ny 
befides it) ſhall ſtand for ever; and therefore it ſhall never be Divi- 
ded, but all its members ſhall continue in their order. Now what 
makes fach Order ; but obedience to Government and Laws? 
Can yon Imagine any other, exciuding this 2 

Prot. I confeſs, I cannot, For it is plain, that where every 
one will be a Law to himſelf, there can be no Order nor Unity, no- 
thing but confuſion and endleſs Diviſions. | 
Cath. Hence it follows then, that the Church muſt necefiarily com- 
fiſt of Teachers and Diſciples, of Governors and Subje#s. | 

Prot; That is granted. 1 

Cath. And conſequently, that it is a Viſ6ble Society, 

Prot. Frue + for otherwiſe none will be able to know whom, or 
what, to'obey : No Society can be inviſible tothe” members of it - 
and i is not a Society, if the Governors ox Teachers in ut be uwikable, 
and the Laws unknown. 
 &. 8. Cath. By whom have theſe Teachers and Governors beew ap- 
pointed in the Chureh 2 = | 

| | 5d rot. 


— OO —— — 


4 Why are you a Catholic? 

Prot...St, Paul informs us, Epeſ. 4. 11. 12. 13: ſaying, (uit gave 
ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors. 
| and Teachers, for the perfeTing of the Sejute, for the work of the Mini- 
| ftery, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt : Till we all come in the nnity of 

the Faith and of the knowledg of the Sox of God nmto a perfei# man,8&c.$S0 
alſo we read in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, No mar taketh this honour T 
#0 himſelf, but be that is called of God, as was Aaron. Heb. 5. 4. 
. $. 9. Cath. This being fo, are not they who are Diſciples in Gods 
Church, obliged in conſcience to belicye their Tzachers, and. Sub- 
je&s to obey their Governors ? We : 

Prot. Yes, without doubt: But yet with this condition, that theſe 
| Teachers teach trath, and theſe Governors command lawful things. 
|  Cath.But is every SubjeZ to be a Judg whether the Doftrine taught 
| him be true, andthe thing commanded lawful 2 . 
| - Prot. The Seripturets tobe: Judg between them. 

—I*Cath. Indeed that which you fay would be to ſome purpaſe, if the 
Scripture could ſpeak and anſwer the Readers Queſtions and Doubts, 
as we twocan do to one another. But the Scripture being only a «4 
Writing,and by conſequence incapable of interpreting its own mean- 
ing whenſoever any doubt of its true ſence ariſes, if it way be per- 
mitted to every Chriſtian to judg of his Teachers Do&rines by ex- 
amining them by Scripture, the Church may as well be without 
Teachers. | F | 

\ © &. 10. Prot. I know no remedy : For fince it-is evident to us, that 
there is on Earth no viſible infallible Guide and Ivterpreter of Scrip- 
tyre, Wwe cannot rely upon any Man, or any Society of Men, fo as to 
remain ſecure that they willmnot miſlead ns, either out of ignorance 
or ſecular intereſts. Therefore we muſt leave to-all-Chriſtians 4 judg- 
ment of diſcretion, to diſcern by the Light of Gods word, whether their 
Teachers guide them in the way of Truth, or not. Every one muſt 
take the beſt courſe he can, not to fall into any dangerous Error. 
And ſince Eternity depends upon. it, . it-is- not likely that men will 
wilfully miſinterpret Scripture, ta their own deſtruction; eſpecially in 
Points Fundamental,which are ſo cleaily ſet down in Scripture,that no 
ſaber Enquirer can be miſtaken in them. | 

© Cath. Well, Sir, I have at preſent done asking Queiiozs, and now 
( better enabled by what you have ſaid) will endeavor to. give you a 

jnller Anſwer to the Qzeitior you propoſed in the begining, viz- 
Why are you a Catholich,? | $. 11. Firſt 


& 


Why are you a Catholic? 5 


<3. 11. Firſt then, Sir, I am a Catholick becauſe I believe that Chriſt 


the Author and Finiſher of our Faith is infinitely both good, wiſe and one- 
ipotent. _ inclined him to come down into this world to 
fave mankind, by eſtabliſhing a Church upon earth, which ſhould res 


- main till the end of the world,and in which the way to Heaven ſhould 


be ſo tanght, as not only the Wiſe and Learned, but the Poor, Simple + 
and Ignorant alſo ſhould by Faith and Obedience be made partakers 
of Eternal Happineſs. Now his goodreſ7 having deſigned this ; his 
wiſdom enabled him to appoint ways and wears proper to effe& that 
his bleſſed Deſign 5 and ommipotence, to make thoie means ſacceſs- 
ful. | 

$ 12, The gereralefficacious rears to accompliſh this, are firſt, The 
revealing his whole will to his Church ; which we acknowledg to be ſuf- 
ficiently done in Holy Scripture, as to all points abſolutely zeceſſary to 
Salvation, though in all thoſe poizts not ſo clearly to every one, that 
without a Teacher their ſenſe may not be miſtaken: Neither doth 
Scripture make an expreſs diſcernment of what points are neceſſary. 
And ſecondly, Theaſliſting of this his Church with fidelity and a con- 
ſtant performance of her duty in declaring all neceſlary Divine Truth 
manifeſted to her, to her Subjects 5 with a command, that all Chriſt 
ans ſhould obey and ſubmit to what ſhe ſhall teach or enjoyn them. 

God having thusrevealed his whole Willto his oe Catholic Chnrch, 
it neceſſarily and evidently follows. 1. That Igrorarce, or Error, in 
any Points of Chriſtian Doarine neceſlary toSalvatior, is damnable. 
2. That a Seperation from this oe Church 1s damnable alſo, upon what 
pretenceſoever the ſeparation be made. 

$. 13. Now to avoid eternal Miſery thus threatned by Error or 
Schiſm, only one of theſe two ways is poſlible. x. By ones own light 
to penetrateinto all Myſteries,ſo as to be moſtfirmly aflured ofa right 
underſtanding of all neceſſary verities revealed by God in Holy Scrip- 
tures. 2. Or out of a diſtruſt of our own abilities to ſubmit our Reaſon 
and internal Aſſent to Authority, The former of theſe ways, all SeZs 
divided from the Roman Church, and among themſelves, do uniform- 
ly take, being forced hereto by denying any vilible Society of men to 
have any authority obliging the Conſciences of their Subjeas: and 
by cenſeqence they have all, if any, an equal Title (that is indeed & 
qually none at all) to challenge belief, one as well as another : neither 
can they rationally, without _—_ their common Ground, con- 

| demn, 


ning CT” _ Op OG” eo 
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Why are you a Catholic? | 
demn, or excommunicatoone another. 7 he latter way we Catholics on-* 
ly take, and, as we think, prudently and ſurely. 

.* $: 14+. ForSir, I beſtech you to conſider what a buſy, laborioustask 
you have undertaken by- being a Protei7ant, of what SeF among them 
ſoever you are. Before youcan promiſe to your ſelf any reſt of mind - 
in the Peculiar Fundamental DoFrines of your SeF, your Conſcience 
muſt ſatisfy you that you have not embraced a Religion by hazard, but 


' after a diligent, ſincere-and effefual examination of all the Reaſors 


and arguments, not only of Catholicks ſubmitting to Authority, but 
alſo ofother SeFaries,who proceeding your way of interpreting Scrip- 
ture by a private light, do condemn your Do@rines z or whoſe Do- 
Frines you condemn. To be-able to do' all this, how many Volums 
of Controverſy are you obliged to read and examine? Beſides this, it 
will be abſolutely neceſlary that you be perfetly ſtudyed in all the 
Books of Scripture, with the beſt Commentaries on them, both Ancient 
and Modern fince you ground your Religion upon a ſenſe of Scrip- 
ture, which perhaps not any of them will allow, and then in <cquity 
you are to examine their reaſons for it, Now what onemansage will 
ſuffice for all this buſineſs, though but in one or two Pozxts contro- 
verted, and though the party were learned, and had never {o much 
leaſure >? What then ſhall 7g-orazt perſons do, who yet make up the 
greateſt number of Chriſtians > What ſhall Trades-mer and Day-{a- 
bourers do?, who can fearce allow from thejr neceſlary Vocations a- 
ny time at all dayly, evento lay their Prayers ? yet it concerns all 
theſe, upon the venture of Eternal\ Heppiweſs or Miſery, not to forſake 
or embrace'a Religion without a ſuthcient Examination made by 
themſclves of the grounds of it, ſince they are told, and believe it, 
that they muſt rruſt to themfelves only becauſe no externe! Authority 
upon Earth can require from them a ſubtwifſion of their judgment, 
inaſmuch, as according to their general fundamental Poſitions, no 
Authority is infallible. -. | 

4. 15. Now whereasyou ſaid, That a Fundamental DeGFrixes of 
Chriftianity are ſo clearly ſet-dowr in Scriptutte, that #o_ſober Enquirer car 
be miſtakew in them : 1t this-were true, yet fince neither the Scripture, 
mor you your ſelves, do clearly expreſs which' and how many Do- 


Frines are fundamental, every tittle of Scriptures muſt beread and ex- 


amingd - by every-one of you, for fear a necefary DoZrive ſhould 
chance to-clcape you. Butito demonſtrate thegroundleſpels of that 
g your 


Why are you a Catholic ?' \ " 
your Aſertion, I deſire you torefle& on the prodigious multiplicity of = 
SeFs ſwarming inthis age, all which ground their Belief upon pre- 
tended clear Texts of Scripture alone : you will then ſcarce find one 
Article of Chriftian Faith exempted from their Diſputes. Therearenot 
wanting who deny the Miſtery of the Holy Trinity, the Divinity and 
Txcarnation of our Lord, the Divine Perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Some abfolutely deny Freewi//, whilſt others exalt the power of it fo 
high, as to affirm Divine Grace unneceſlary to its beſt Operations. 
Some affrm our Nature to be ſo incurably pollated by Original Sir as 
that all the beſt aftionsof the Regenerate are Mortal Sins; Others will 
acknowledge no Original Sim at all. Some affirm Baptiſze neceflary 
to Salvation, even of Ifarts : Others rejet Infant-Baptiſm : and Cal- 
viniſts aſſert, that Izfants without Baptiſee are ſanGified by their Pa- 
rents faith : and that ſome Infants dying;' though baptized may be 
damned. Some believe mans Soul to be mortal, and that it periſheth 
with the Body, not having any Knowledg or Sentiment after death: 
Some confine God to a determinate place in Heaven, and alſo deny his 
Preſcienct of future:Contingents. | Laitly ſome deny an Eternity of tor- 
avents in Hell, Sarcly you wilt not deny moſt of theſe to be contrary 
to Fundamental DoFrines of our Faith:- yet all who 'maintain+ theſe 
Tenets, and all Seftaries who contradi& them, do ground themſelves 
npon expreſs Scripture , whichto you ſeems ſo clear. You cannot be 
moreconfidentthat you bave light on'the true ſence of Scripture, thart 
they.ofa'contrary ſenſe, and only fe{f love-and: felfe-eFeerr determine 
both the one and the other. "9D 4 AVE AAU, BOUCIS IR LY 7" 
Can it then be prudence in any man to hazard -Eter-ity upon his 
own ſence of Scripture,the half of which perhaps he never read2Com- 
monly a Jext.or two concludes every: point controverted, when per- 
haps \there are twenty Texts, unconfdeted bythe Perſon,” which 
would reRify the ſence he gave to the'former?-Is\that- Gizde to be 
truſted, which has ſeduced ſuch infinite Malritudes, oppoſing, calum- 
niating, and hating one another 2 All Mankind may be witneGthat 
this Private Light hath hitherto-inever been able [ro confute- or un- 
decieve one SeF. In a word; is wnot weffett an injurious blafphems 
ing of the (Zoodneſi, Wiſdoue and' Oninipoterite of God toaffitni that he 
bas obliged under penalty of damnation all Chriſtians to unity of 
Faith \n all neceſlary Do#rines z and alſo that he hath promiſed to 
conſerve:his Church in this Unity to the end of the world ; and on -= 
B 2 other 
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other ſideto-affirm withal, that the only Mears appointed by him to 
produce this Unity ſhould be a certain Mears of deſtroying Unity,and: 
which, 1t made uſe of by-all Chriſtians, the gates of Hell would be too 
ſizong for him, ſo that there would ſcarce be left a Church. uponearth. 
$. 16. Truly, Sir, I do not know through what SpeFacles yort look 
npon.this prixciple of Proteſtancy,which hath been indeed the conſtant 
Principle of all Azciext-Heritics. But to me it appears moſt horribl y 
gaſtly, and only fit tobe acknowledged the invention of Lucifer, the 
toul Spirit of Pride and (contention, who preſents to unwary Chriſtians 
once raore this fruit of the Tree of the knowledg of good and evil, to be 
aſpired to by our own endeavors, and contrary to Gods appoint- 
ment. | 
. Since therefore (as hath been ſaid) there are. but thoſe two ways to 
arriveat the knowleg of Divine Myſterics contained in Scripture (yet 
ſo contained as that the [Texts in which they are contained are ſub- 
xe&t to be miſs-underſtood) viz. Firif, A man's own private Reaſon : 
And St-ondly, Authority of Superiors by Gods appointment placed 
in his Cxrch ; All the Reaſon . I have'enforces me to chuſe this latter 
way,, becauſe thereby I ſhall: avoid:1nconſtancy, otherwiſe unavois 
dable : asI am taughtby Sz. Pal,” whoſayes, Eph. 4. 11, 12,-ec; 
That therefore God placed in his Church Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, 
Paſtors and Teachers for the edification of the Body of Chriſt : a Succeſlion 
of which is to laſt-#:Lwe all meet-in the Unity of Faith, &c-\ This -Alz 
mighty God did, fays he, ::To the'end we ſhould not be like children”, wa- 
vering, and carried about with every wind of Do@rine, through the wicked- 
veſs of men, and tuning of ſuch as would circumvent us with errour : the 
only remedy whereot,-1n- the Apoſtles judgment, is, ſubmiſſion to 
Authority. To whichſubmiſſionalſo Iam obliged by an expreſs com- 
mand.of (apd-| Obediteprepoſitir veſtris, &c.| Heb..13."17. Obey then 
that are,ſet over you," and ſubmit your felves, for they watch for your ſouls, 
a they-that- mu __ accort—- And Reaſon thus divinely enlightned, 
obliging me to ſubmit to Anthority, I ſhould renounce the ſame Reaſor 
utterly,if I ſhould,not prefer that-Soczety which (by anevident Suc- 
celhon.ftom the foreſatd Apoſtles and Paſtors) makes the beſt. cl.im 
thereto 3, yea, which alone claims an Authority obliging the Conlſci- 
ence, and that is the Catholics Church 5 the Anthority whereof 1s evi- 
dently the greateſt in the world. For though all divided Secs pre- 
ume to contend. with her for Truth of DoTrines, challenging that to 
| themſelves 
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themſelves; yet there is not any one of them which darcs aſTame ty 
themſclvesthat eminenceof Authority which manifcltly appears in her. 
And you may know this Catholis Church from others, becauſe it only 
challengeth an univerſal and abſolute, not conditional Obedience 3 and 
you may know the Sos of it by their profeſiing to give tothe Church- 
es Authority (ach Obedience. | 

<4. 17. Now, Sir, conſider how agreeable to Gods goodneſs and wife 
com, how ſuitable to humane capacities, how helpful to mens nece{ 
ſities is this way of grounding our Faith on Gods Word as interpreted 
by the Catholic Church. The far greateſt part of Chriſtians are too 
weak to maintain Diſputes : yet God loves the Poor and Ignorant, at 
leaſt, as well as he does the Rich and Learned 5 and takes care to- 
bring them to-Happineſs without: Learning, ſharpneſs of wit, eurioſ- 
ty, and ſtudy of knowledg. Conſequently. he has chatked out a way 
to Heaven, in which the Ignorant and Simple may walk ſecurely : 
And in what other way can theſe walk, but in that of obedience to Au 
thority? This doubtleſs is that way foretold by the Prophet, Tſa. 35. 
8. ſaying in Chriſts Kingdom, There ſhall be a high way—— and it ſhall 
be called a holy way. No polluted perſon ſhall paſs thronch it. This ſhall be 
[to Chriſtians) a ſtreight way, ſo that Fools ſhall not err in it; 

Now have Se&aries found ou: this ſixeight way in which Fools cannot 
err 2 Sedaries, I ſay, who have framed a confuſed Labyrinth, in which 
there are a thouſand croſs paths and windings,'where every one wan- 
ders, as it were, with a dark Lanthorn in his hand, and either ſtambles 
into,. or phantaſtically chuſes ſuch a path as at the preſent pleaſes him 
beſt, and leaves it alſo when he thinks good,not taking direftionfrom 
any other,or not much caring for ſych diretions.By this means we ſce 
hor that not only Fools and Ignorant, but even the moſt Judicious a- 
mongſt SeFaries, following their own light, do walk all their lives, in 
quite contrary ways,yet all believing that God by the Scripture direCts 
them. 

--5>4. 18. Manifeſt therefore it is, that Gods way being only oze holy, 
flreight High-way, not any SeFaries, but all and only Catholics have 
been by Alwrighty God brought into it : In as much as thez,diſtruſting 
the dim Light of their own Reaſon for diſcerning the Verities of Faith 
conteſted, borrow the Churches Light : thus exerciſing Chriſtian Hwu- 
mility,in not preſuming upon their own Abilities 3 and Chriſtian Obe- 
dience, in ſubmittingto the Guidance of thoſe Teachers and Gozernoxs 

whom: 
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whom God hath placed over them, and who are to give an account of their 
ſouls,Theſe Heavenly Virtues are, and have always been equally pra+ 
Aiſed by both Tgnorant Catholics out of neceſſity, and by the moſt 


5 Learned out of Duty: Yea, thoſe glorious Zzghts of Gods Church, the 
boly Fathers and ancient Ds&ors, though they were Fathers and Do. . 


Fors to others, yet to the Church her ſelf they were humble Children 
and Diſciples, learning only from her, and teaching others only 
what they had learnt from her. This ſurely is a ſtreight High-way, 

and a Holy way too: and whilſt the moſt Simple among Catholicks 

walk in this way, they have an incomparable advantage in light a- 

bove the moſt Learned of thoſe which truſt to their private light. 

For they are guided by all the lights; that is, by the whole Body of 
thoſe which God hath conſtituted Teachers in his Church in all ages ; 

and by conſequence they are exzmpted from an Obligation of ex- 

amining particular Controverfies, which their Teachers duty is to ex- 
amine for them. 


© 4. 19. Neither is it 2atural Reaſon alone which directs us to perfer 


ſoeminent A»thority before our own ſimple judgments, but (as hath 
been ſaid) a Divine Light alſo appearing n Scripture, and in conſtant 
Eccleſiaſtical Tradition,the beſt and ſafeſt Iterpreter of Scripture.There 

we find the Church called, The Pillar and Ground of truth; 
1 Tim.3.15 a City at one init ſelf, and ſet nyon a Hill which cannot be 


Pfal.122.3. hid. There we read, That every 1ongue which ſhall riſe 


Matt.5.14. againſt her in Tudement, ſhe ſhall condemn : that Gentiles 
Ila. 54. ſhall come to her light, and Kints to the brightneſs of her 
| Riſing : And that the nation and Kingdom which will not 
ſerve her, ſhall periſh. There we ſhall find, that the leaſt Sypream Tri- 
bunal on earth to determine Controverſies amongſt Chriſtians is the 
Church, whone whoſoever will not hear, is to be eſteemed as a 
Mat. 18. 17. Heathen and a Publican ;, fach an unappealeable Autho- 
rity has God eſtabliſhed in this Church. And by vertae 
of this Authority, General Conncils repreſenting the whole Body of 
Church-Governors ;, challenge from all Chriſtians a fabmiſſon, not 
only of No»-contradiGion, but alſo of internal Aſſent,under Penalty of 
Anathema ; which aſſent we willingly and joyfully yield by vertne of 


Chriſts promiſes, That he will lead his Church into all Truth, Jo. 16.13. 


and ſo preſerve her in an uniform Profeſſion of Truth, that the Gates 
of Hell ſhall never be able to prevail againſt h:r 5 Mat. 16. 18, which Gates 


of 
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of Hell are by the interpretations of the Fathers, Hereſees- " 

\Sa4. 20. Thefewrrefragable grounds from Pradenceand Scripture have 
we Catholics for directing our Faith: On the other ſide, not one 
ſingle Text of Scripture, nay moreover, not one quotation can be pro- 
duced out of any one of the baly Fathers, which may rationally in- 
courage a Chriſtian to prefer his own ſence of Scripture before that of 
the Church 5 whereas whole Books have been written by them of the 
Churches unity, auth:rity, indefefibility and univerſality. Now Sir, 
who can refiſt, who can hold out againſt ſuch a Battery ? 

Prot. Well Sir, how prevalent foever this Diſcourſe may ſeem to 
you to beagainſt us, whom you ſtyle Schiſmatics, it will prove of lit- 
tle advantage to you Rozrar Catholics ;, for although we grant, that 
there is but oe Catholic Church, out of which there is no Salvation, 
yet this does not prove the Roman to be this Church : the Roman, | 
ſay, which is but a particular Chyrch, and ſhe being (as we areperſwad- 
ed) guilty of teaching and praftiſing many falſe Do&rines, and ma- 
nifold Syperſtjtions and Idolatry, we cannot with a ſafe conſcience 
have any commuries with her. : 

$. 21. Cath. Sjr, this is the ordinary artifice of your Protei#art 
Writers, when they are preſſed with the guilt of thoſe unpardonable 
crimes of ( Hereſe and) Schiſav, to-impute to the Church many Errors 
and ſinful PraCtices, in which, foreſooth, their tender conſfciences 
dare not joyn. This they do, to the end they may be diſpenced 
withal from clearing themſelves from Schzſpz, till after a full difcuſſion 
of all other Controverſies touching differences about any particular 
Errors (uppoſed to be in the Church 5 which diſcuſſion cannot be un- 
dertaken by onein a thouſand, conſidering mens general incapacity 
and if undertaken by the Learned, would ſcarce ever have anend. 

—>> But this 1s moſt ynreaſonable, becaufe though it were true, that 
the Church from which they ſeparated were indeed guilty of teaching 
Erroys, yet are Proteſtants juſtly and unanſwerably charged with 
Schiſz 1n a high degree,in as much as they remain divided, not from 
the Rowan only, but all Patriarchal and all other Churches exiſtent 
betore their Separation : So that if there be ſuch a Crime as Schifm, 
they are maniteſily grulty of it : and. by conſequence it would be 
damnable in any one to joyn in their Communion, To make 
this charge good againſt them, it wall be fully ſufficient to al- 
ledg the confeſſion of all Chriſtians, C and of themſelves ( alſo 
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Calvin, Inflit, VIZ, That there always bas been, is, ani ſhall ever re- 
115. 4. cap. 4. main a Holy Catholic Church of Chriſt on Earth, from which 
Separation, upon any .pretence whatſoever, is damnable. This Church 
therefore (whereſoever it is) was in being when they divided from 
the Roman 5 and can they pretend that they are Members 
of this Chyrch? There is not a Society in the world older than 
theirs, or other than the Roman Church, with which they en- 
tertain any £0-7/24702-at all, to whoſe - cofeſſron of Faith they will 

_ ſubſcribe, and to whoſe Laws and Government they will ſubmit, but 
en the contrary condemnits DoFrines, Laws and Government. The 

. conſciouſneſs of this, forced the principal Patriarch of 
Calvin. Epi. Schiſm, Calvin, to profeſs that himſelf and hi; followers 
ad MelanF, ſeparated from the whole world. 

Now it being impoſſible for ProtefZants to excuſe, 
much lefs to juſtifie their manifeſt Schiſpr, to what purpoſe is it to en- 
ter into debate With them about particular Points of DoFrine? As 
long as the charge of Schiſin ſubſiſts, uncleared by them, and this 
Schiſm grounded on pretended dangerous Errors in the Catholic 
Church, being Schiſmatics they are Heretics too, and ſo condemned 
by themſelves and conſequently not to be hearkned to, when the 
would raiſe particular controverſies, ſince this one gencral ———_ 
determines againſt them all particular debates. 

\> &. 22. Schiſm therefore, in its loweſt qualification, conſidered 
only as diſobedience to lawful Eccleſraſtical Authority, being, even in 
the judgment of learned Proteifants, a moſt horrible Sin, a tearing 
in pieces the Myſtical Body of Chriſt: There are one or two ſpecial 
Ageravations which extreamly heighten the heinouſneſs of it in Pro- 
refbants, ( I mean thoſe Reformers abroad, and antiently in Scotland, 
Calviniſts, Presbyterians, Lutherans, Anabaptiits, &c.) They were 
once Members of the Roman-Catholic-Church, which they then 
eſteemed to be that Church, which they believed in the Creed. It 
hapned that their Prime Patriarchs, Zuther,Calvin, Zwingline, &c.ha- 
ving conceived ſome diſcontent either againſt the Governors, or ſome 
prevailing party in that Chyrch which obſtrufted their profits, or a- 
gainſt the Laws of it, which reſtrained their luſts after Women, grew 
angry, and began to quarrel with the Church her ſelf, and to ſtudy 
to diſgrace her, for which purpoſe the readieſt way was to find fault 
with ber DoGrines: Then Pride and revenge inſpiring them, againſt 
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theſe they made objeTFiors, yet not ſo oft againſt the Churche's own 
DoGrines as the Tenents of particular Catholick Writers, and moſt 
oft they diretted their moſt bitter InveQtives againſt perſonal miſ- 
carriages, for all which the Church muſt be anſwerable: And after 
all this publiſhing Lzberty from Zaws which reſtrained Concupiſcence, 
they quickly found Favorites and Followers: thus SeFs were firſt 
compoſed. But if there had been in any of them either Humility or 
Love of Peace, 1n caſe they had been per{ivaded there had been Er- 
rors in the Church her (elf, to which they could not ſubſcribe, they 
would not thereupon ſeparate themſelves from Her, but ſubmit pa- 
tiently to her Cexſures, which ſhe ſhould lay upon them, If her Cex- 
fares were juſt, they would have no reaſon to complain; IF unjuſt, 
God would reward them for their Patience and love of Peace. 
Sg. 23. They were no ſooner ſeparated, but they heaped on the 
Church all the moſt deſpighttul reproaches and Calumnies they could 
invent, and to heighten their Crimrinal Schiſnr tothe — they 
formed New Societies which they called Chyrches, and therein eſta- 
bliſhed New Paſtors, and a New Zecleſeaftical Miniſtry: (the very 
Sin for which God commanded the Earth to ſwallow Core, Dathar 
and Abiron.) Amongſt the Gifts which our Lord when he led captivity 
captive, received from his Father, and beſtowed on his Church, the 
principal Gift mentioned by St. Paul, was his conitituting therein A- 
poſtles, Paitors, and Teachers to continue to the end of the world by a 
legitimate Succeſſion. There is not the leaſt intimation given in 
Scripture or Tradition, that this Succe]ſzor ſhould ever be interrupted: 
Yet as if it had quite ceaſed and been annulled, theſe Reformers, 
without any Warrant, uſurp a Power to take all Authority out of the 
hands of thoſe to whom our Saviour had given it, and to beſtow it 
according to their own pleaſure, thus: making a total reverſement 
of the whole frame of Gods Church (as far as lyes in their Power) 
through the whole World. If Chriſt himſelf had thus, without teſtt- 
fying his Authority by Miracles, dealt with the Jewiſh Synagogue, he 
would not have expetted belief, nor been able to anſwer that Queſ#i- 
ox propoſed to Him, By what authority doſt thou theſe things, and who 


' gave thee this Authority ? Luke. 20. 2. Yet all this our late Reformers 


XUM 


have done without ever pretending to one Miracle. Into whatever 
place they come through the vehole earth, they, as far as their Secu- 


lar power extends, degrade and chaſe away all Biſhops, Prieits and 
. | C Paſtors, 
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Paftors, profeſſing the Catholic Religiow, they take Authority to de- 
fame them as falſe Paitors, and true Wolves ;, they denounce Anathe- 
7145 againſt them, they incite their Subjets to rebel, defraud and 
perſecnte them, as if God had given his 3r9# Rad into the hands of 
theſe Gladiators, and, conferred on them the ends of the earth for 
their inheritance. 
> No man takes his Power of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiftion but he that is 
tall:d, as was Aaron. Heb.'5. 4, Who called theſe men to the Office 
of Preaching and governing Chriſtians? Who inveſted them with ſuch 
Authority ? Tf we conſult their own Stories, we ſhall find the prime 
Miniſters in the principal Cities of France, conſtituted and conſecra- 
ted by hands of the baſeſt ſort of Tradeſmen. There have not been 
nor even now are wanting among them ſeveral ſenſual Priefts, (once 
they had a Biſhop) mer from the. Catholic Church, whom they 
might employ in the Office of Preaching and Praying in their Sy1ago- 
gues, and by that means make a ſhew, that ſome of their Miniiters 
were indeed Clergymen, who had an ordinary Vocation. But ſuch ha- 
tred they bear to all Eccleſraſtical Order, that even theſe ſhall not be 
admitted into.the Presbytery without renouncing their former ordinary 
Vocation, and receiving their Commiſſion, by a New inrpoſition of hands 
of Lay-Miniſters. In a word, I ſhould weary both you and my ſelf, 
if I ſhould enumerate all the enormities of your firſt Reformation. If 
you have a mind, you may receive! ſirfficient information in a late 
' Book written in French, the Title whereof ts(in Engliſh ) 


Prefurer. Legitimate Prejudements againſt Calviniſts z 1n whichthe 
Ns Ca learned Anthor demonſtrates by ſeveral titles, as by what 


appeared'exteripur]ly in the lite of the firſt Reformer by 
want of Miſſions by Me Hietice of their being ghilty F Stor 
by their tererity m6ſ-ptbdigiots'in their preſimprion to eſtabliſh 
a New Ecclefraftica Miniffry 3 by the Spirit of calumny and injuſtice 
which generally aQuates them 3 by their” peculiar, moſt, monſtrous 
DoZJrines taught by them! by their Tidieuhbuſly impoſſible way of 
mſtru&ing their Dſiphs m Chriſtian verities, &c. By theſe Mark; 1 
fay he ſhews thar they. do not deſerve to be admitted to an examina- 
tion of their Pretended Refornid Religion, being manifeſtly prejudged 
and felf condemned. Cs, | | 
> $&. 24. Prot. But farcly,”' Sir, yon'will not apply this to the Re- 
formed Church of England, and particutarly that charge concerning 
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the want of Lawful Paſtors. We have been far from making a breach 
in the Chain of Scce(ſzo, ſince if there be lawful Paſtors in the Ro- 
man Church, we have the like in the ExgliÞ, in.as much as we receiv- 
ed our Ordinations from Rome. 


 -» Cath. For as muchas concerns your Ordinations, T will not here 


enter into any diſpute, neither indeed is it needful : But this I may 
confidently fay, That ſince Exgliſh Proteſtants have (eſpecially of 
late,) by many tokens ſhewed that they eſteem Calviniſts, or Presby- 
terian Congregations to be true, though not ſo perfe&, Members of 
Chriſts Church, as themſelves 3 the Engliſh Church, 1 may fay juſtifies, 
but however, qualifies or excuſes that horrible defe& in them of 
want of Ordinationsand lawful Miſſzon, and thereby involves her ſelf 
in their guilt. Again though it were trae;that the Exg/iſb Clergy have re- 
ceived their Ordinations trom the Roman Catholic Church;yet furel am, 
that Church never releaſed them; from their: Canonical ſubjetion to 
their $-periors, particularly to their Patriarch and Supream Paſtor of 
Gods Church: She nevergave thempower to changethe order of ad- 
miniſtring Sacraments 3; to reverſe Ordinances of Superior Conncils ;, to 
expel Catholic Biſhops from their Sees, - meerly becauſe 'they were Ca- 
tholics ; In a word, ſhe never gave them authority to alter, orrather 
deſtroy, the whole Religion, in a manner, profeſſed in Exgland lince 
they were firſt Chriſtians. If Engliſh Biſhops have received their Cha- 
rafter from Rome, yet not JuriſdiFion 5) 'or If that; alſo, yet certainit 
is, that the ſame Church which gave them Juriſaif;on,can alſo upon 
their demerits, and exerciſing it contrary.to |het/intention, | ſaſpeid 
the adminiſtration of it 3 which ſ#ſperſ7ox 18 no donbt implyed in her 
condemnation of all their lznovations., : To be brief, the Engliſh 
Church challenging Ordination.by lawful-Suczeffroigs' thereby obliged 
toacknowledg the Rowen Church, ! roi beat. Tedſt a: trne Member of 
the Catholic Ines 7 ok es telf.np-fuch Member) un- 
leſs the Biſhops here will confeſs themſctves.to be Arti-Catholic 'Bi- 
ſhops,” and yet-moſt unreaſonably-pretend an Union with the Catholic 
ncÞ. ; | ny , iT 2-444.) 283 232d dZ\ T 
- $.:25. Prot. She:does in:deediacknowledg the..Romarn to be a 
Member, but a corrupt Member of the, Catholic Church... | 
D Cath. Conſider, Sir, Ipray you, that the Rule of Faith obligeth 
us to believe the Church of God to be Holy as well as Catholic. Now 
it the Oniverſal Church be Holy or 1ncorrupt, . then is every Member of 
| | C 2 it 
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It, as faras in its Commurion, Holy and wncorrupt alſo. Which Holz 
eſs does not regard the perſons, whether Governors or SubjeF#- ;, tor 
in the firſt and beſt Chwrch of all, conſiſting of the Apoitles and Diſ- 
ciples of our Lord only, there was a Judas and a Nicolas : A Church 
is ſaid to be Holy, when it teaches Truth and Helimeſs : So is the Oni- 
wverſal Church Holy and ſo is every Member, in its Communion 
Since that which 'makes it a Member in ts Communion , 1s 
its agreement with the whole in DoGrines taught by it, buth regard- 
ing Faith and Manners. 'And from hence it follows, that to aſcribe 
Error and Corruption to any Church which is acknowledged a Mem 
ber of the Catholic Church, and for fach pretended Errors to break off 
Commnnion with it, is to do the ſame to the Univerſal Church, and 
conſequently to contradift an Article of Faith. 1 

Now that this is the condition of the Englih-Churrh, is manifeſt. 
For fince all Chriſtians are under pain of damnation obliged-to live 


in Communion with, the Univerſal Church , by bemg obedicnt to 


its Laws and Governors 5 as alſo to- believe, that- this Univerſal 
Cherch , is at this day extant, where: can” an Engliſh Proteſtant 
hope to find this Church, if not m the Rowan' Communion e. In the 


Greek-Church he will find the ſame Dos&rine, which m the Roman he 


calls dangerous Erroxrs, as, (befides the confeſſion hereof by ſeveral 
| Proteſtant Authors formerly) hath been of late, beyond all 
San Relati- gainſaymyg, ievtdenced. by the indefatigable induſtry of 


 911P48.233. Monſieur Arzaud in his two late Replies to Claude a Cal- 


iRoſes his. winit Miniſter, from the Anthentick Teſtimonials and De- 
View of Re- clarations both of ſeveral late Sy»ods, and of many Eccle- 
ligion.pag. foaſtical Perſons of eminency, both in the preſent Greck 
4768. and other Eaſtern: Churches,” And belides theſe he will find 
ee other DoFrins which weall eondemn-as Heroes, Then 
for pretended Corraptions mprattice, the ſame practices which he tiles 
Superſtitions and Folatrous(principaly touching the Bleſſed Sacranrent) 
he will find in the Greek Church tar more diſtaſtful to him.. And as 
for other Faſtern SeFs, beſides the ſame Practiſes, he will find himſelf 
obliged, it in. Communionwith any of them,to afent to Ancient, Univer- 
fally eondemned Herefies, Neſtorianiſm, Eutychianiſye, Monotheli- 
tiſm., &'C, 
nt 26. Prot. But no-doubt,Go2 hath his Ele# Servants among them 
all, who are truly Orthodex,as we are: with whom we may be ſaid. to 
be wnited in Spirit, 


Cath. © 
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Why are you a Catholic? 7 
Cath, Truly Sir,this is a meer pittiful dream to talk of Communion in 
ſpirit with hidden Chriſtians, to you inviſible, as you are alſoto ther. 
This renders all the Diſcourſes of the Holy Fathers touching the Church« 
es Viſibility and Unity utterly impertinent. Yea this evacuates the Pres 
ditions of all Gods ancient Prophets, foretelling the Extent, Glory and 
Viftories of the Kingdom of the Meſſias : and it makes void the Pro- 
miſes of our Saviour touching his Church. What meaning therefore can 
you frame to your ſelf, when you ſay, Yonacknowledg a perpetually 
exiſtent Catholic Church, and a neceſiity impoſed on alk Chriſtians to 
live in her Communion? 
> $.27.Pr. We acknowledg our ſelves m Communion with alt Chriſtian 
Societies,as farasthey teach Truth,and praiſe according to Chrifts Law. 
Cath. So you may be faid to communicate with Jews, Txrks and 
Defidels: for fore Truths are taught by all theſe, and ſome of their 
prachiſesare awful. But is this ſuch a Communion as the Church Ca- 
thohic anciently, or as ihe Firſt four General Conncils required © It is 
manifeſt that at the time of your firſt Separation there was not one Sus 


= - cicty of Chriſtians in the world to whoſe Profeſſion of Faith you 


would ſubſcribe, in whoſe Religions Worſhip you would joyn, and by 
whoſe Laws your wonld be governed : So that all Chriſtians then liv- 
ing and viſible mthe World, were to you as Heathens and Publicanss 
and you the very ſame to them. Were your firſt Reformers in Com- 
munion with them 2 Certainly yow-will not ſay, that the Rozrar, 
Grecian, and Oriental Churches, though they willnot deny but you 
teach ſome Truths and ſometimes practiſe virtues, do live in your 
Communion, that is, That Perſons mutually excommunicating one 
another, do at the ſame cm? live in.one Communion, or that Paſtors 
live in Communion with thoſe whorenounce Obedience.to. them, and 

abhorr the Fazth taught by them. 
$.28 P.Why,Sir,woutd you have us allow ſuch a: way of Commmunion,, 
a$you ſeem to underſtand,toSoczeties which we firmly believe do teach 
damnable Errours, and enjoyn Idolatrous or Superſtitions PraCtiſcs > 
Cath. No Sir, by no means. But ſince there 1s on carth a wi/ib/y 
boly Catholic Church, placed as a: City.upon a Hill, with-which you: 
muſt, under pain of damnation, communicate in ſuch. a manner as: 
Chriitians did in the time of the firſt four General Councils, 1 achure- . 
you not toreſt where you noware; in Schiſmr, from all viſible Churches 
preceding your Separation, but to find. Her out 3 and having found. 
her. 
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her out, 'to depoſe an overweening conceit of your own-abilities to 
cenſure and condemn her Do#rines, and with Chriſtian Humility to 
ſubmit your ſelfentirely to her Guidance, by which means-you- will be 
ſureto find reſt of mind. 

6. 29, Prot. This ſeenisto me a #ask too hard to be undertaken. 

Cath. That which makes it ſeem ſo hard to you 1s, perhaps, a ſe- 
cret whiſper of Nature and ſelf-love, telling you, that this may expoſe 
you to many worldly diſadvantages : or if not this, a ſtrong prejudice 
by education deeply imprinted in your mind againſt the Wes 
Church, the condemning and reviling of which is theſubje& cf moſt 
Books you read, and of moſt of the diſcourſes and Sermons you hear. 
I name the Roman Church,becauſe I am perſwaded, that if you ſhould 
happen to entertain any Doxbts of the ſecurity of the Grounds of Pro- 
teſtant Religion, it would not be the Grecian, nor any of the other Or:- 
ental Churches, whoſe Religion you would put 1n the ſcalesagainſt it, 
but only the Roman, from whence you had your Chriſtiazity, your 
Church her ſabſiſtence,and within the Limits and JuriſdiFion of whoſe 
Patriarch you live. Do I not judg aright ? | 

Prot. Yes. n 

$. 30. Cath, Then,Sr,though at preſent you ſhould have no doubts 
of any Dodtrines taught by your Church, or rather in it(for your ſelf 
will not allow her the Title of an authentic Teacher, neither does ſhe 
challenge it) yet ſince you have voluntarily fixed your ſelf in ſuch a 
Church, which, not pretending to an i»fallible direFion trom God,can-... 
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not with any ſhew of reaſon tell you,that you are tound in conſciency/ ; 


to believe any one ofher Dofrines,nor that it isa fin for yonto leave 
her Communion, and to chuſe that of any other Society which you may 
like better, (for then all-Chriſtians ſhould, as well as yon, be obliged 
to joyn themſelves to the Engliſh Churchonly : ) Endeavour, I beſeech 
you, With a mind as difintercfſed as may be, to hearken to what may 


be alledged for the Right which the Rowan Church has to challeng 


your Obedience, ſo asthar the refuſal of ſuch Obedience would be an 
heinous Sin. For this Right indeed She challenges, and She alone : 
No other ancient Church hath, and no par ticular Se doth, or can 
pretend to it. 

Prot. Tam content. 

$:.31. Cath. Firſt then conſider, that the very challenging of ſuch 
a Rizht which belongs only to the truly Catholic Church, 1s a ſtrong 


; Why are you a Catholic ? rg 
proof that She alone is that Chyrch which hath a Riglit-to challenge 
it, and would prove her ſelf a falſe Church if She did not challenge it. 
But becaule perhaps you cannot eaſily indace your mind to confider 
her otherwiſe than as a particular Church, I confidently believe, that 


# if the Eaſtern Church were united in one Body with the Weſtern, you 


would not find any dificulty to think your ſelf obliged to yicld an 
entire Obedience to ſogreat an Authority. 

Prot. This I willingly acknowledg, 

$. 32. Cath. Be pleaſed then to sefle& on ſome Age, when theſe 


: two great Churches were united : for example, in the daysof St. Gre- 
' gory the Great. Then there wasa perfett agreement through the whole 


World, exceptingonly the Socjeties of Ancient Heretics , acknowledg- 
ed for ſuch by Proteſtants. Then both Do@rine and Diſcipline was. 


; uniform every where. What St. Gregory taught was accepted through 


the whole Charch : Yea thoſe parts of his Writings which are moſt op- 

polite to your Doctrines (as his Dialogues &c._) have preſently after 

his time been tranſlated into the Greek tongue and with veneration 
received by that Church : Whence will follow, that what he hath 

taught us in his Writings, touching Points of Religion, and which you 

moſt millike, was then eſteem'd true Catholic DoFrine. Now what 

does St. Gregory teach but the ſame which isnow taught in the Romarr 

Church ? Inall Controverſres lately raiſed between Catholics and Pro. 
teſtants, he is conſtantly and directly againſt Proteſtants. 

ID This 1s ſo-manifeſt, that it is acknowledged by many learned Proteſe rmmnfs.i, 


* tants, who deſcribing the particular Points of Religion profeſſed by 7m: 


: St, Gregory (and St. Auguſtive the Monk, ſent by him to convert Arr 
' Engelend)name theſe, Freewill, Merit and Juſtification of Works, Pen- Cent..v. 


| mance, SatisfaTTion, Purgatory, Celibacy of Prieſts, publick Invocation of 
' Saints, and Horſhipping pres; Veneration of Inzages, Exorciſms, Par- C:ri-. 


» 
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dons, Vows, Monachiſm, Tranſubitantiation, Prayer for the Dead, Chron ub 
OLlation of Chriſts Body and Blood for the Dead, the Roman Biſbop”s /,.11;;. 
JuriſdiFion over all Churches, Celebration of Maſs, Conſecrations of tome cen:. 
Churches, Altars, Chalices, Corporals and Fonts of Baptiſm, Veneration Oe 


atih. Brit, 


of Relicks, Sprinkling of Holy-Water , Dedicating Chnrches to the Bones c. 17. 
' and Aſhes of Saints, Indulgencies to ſuch as viſt Churches on certain 


| 
F 
; 


. tion, as they are pleaſed to ſtile it. So that Mr. Aſcham attirms of 


days, Pilgrimages, and in a word, the whole Chaos of Popiſh Superſti- 
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Our Apoſtle St, Argnſti:rc the Diſciple of St. Cregory, that He was the ro Care, 


overthrower 2on-p. 33+ 
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' «cont. Dur. ; 43 
ry , &. 26. dorned with many and great endowments of Divine Grace, and (as he is 


| +zunfr.al. often ſtyled) the month and ſining light of our Lord. He was truly a 


bt. att. 
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overthrower of true Religion, and the eſtabliſher of all Popiſh DoFrines . 
and another faith of him, That he ſubjeFed England 40 the Iuſt of Anti. 
rift, (which Antichriſt zo: muſt take for granted, was St. Gregory) 
and therefore after his death, went undoubtedly to Hell, there to recerve 
bis reward. Thus evident Convittions forced them to confeſs that 
all the Do@rines of Faith now taught, were then profeſled as Catholic 
DoFrines : but gal and malice againſt the Church, ſuggeſted ſuch 
foul, unſeemly words to their Pens. 

SDNotwithſtanding Proteſtant Writers, when, not being engaged 

in cortroverſie, they have occaſion to treat of St. Gregory himſelf, 

they are not ſparing in their Elogies of him, ſuch as theſe : He was 2 


erhirdk. Joly and a learned Biſhop. He was by Name and indeed truly Great, a- 


rat g 


215 in piows man, and for his Chriſtian humility yet more to be praiſed. From 


- Conv.brir. bis Infancy being addiFed to the ſiudies of Piety, he retired into a Moua- 


; Coo ery. 
'l _ f on Prayer, he drew the eyes of all wen upon him--- He did ſo diſcharge 


where ſhewing a particular ſanity of life, and being wholly intent 


the Pontifical Office, *that following ages never had his equal much leſs 

any one excelling hint. po Was 923 0 rayon r Miracles, = 
Now me thinks,S:r,the conſent of the 

under the Government of ſuch a Prelate, ſo verſed as he was in hol 


0" f, ve oh y, 


ern and Weitern Churches, - 


Scripture (witneſs his Sermons and Commentaries) ſhould be ſo pre- © 


valent with you, as to make you ſuſpe& your own Reaſor, if it ſug- 
geſts to you that the Religion, profeiſed in his days was ſaperititions 
and idolatrow. © 


>, 33. Pror. But why do you fay, that the Univerſal Church in © 
the Eaſt and Weſt was governd by Saint Gregory, when he himſelf 
ſharply condemned the Patriarch of Conſtantinople for aſſuming fiach a * 


Title as Univerſal Biſhop, which he calls an Artichriſtian Tile. 


. Cath. It was indeed a Tre full of arrogance, and therefore juſtly * 
condemned by St. Gregory in the Notion, in which he conceived it © 
might be underſtood , as if the Patriarch pretended thereby to be © 


eſteemed the only legitimate Biſhop in the [| Eaſtern ] Church. 
For thence it would follew, that all other Biſhops were only his 


Subſtitutes, ating by his commiſſion, and removeable by him at 


pleaſure : Whereas they claim a reception of their Order and Cha- 


: raer, immediately from Chriſt alone, Such a new Title thereforeit 
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was that St. Gregory condemned in that Patriarch, and abhorred to 
accept himſelf, as plainly appears by his Epiſtles. But yet that he 


' had a Swperintendence over the whole Church as Supreme Paſtor there- 


of, to receive and judge Appeals of Biſhops from all Parts _ Mas 


joribms 3, tO oblige all Prelates, even Patriarchs, tothe Profeflion of 


the Faith eſtabliſhed in Councils, and the obſervance of the Churches 
Laws, and to impoſe Fecleſeaſtical Cenſures on all Tranſgreſlors of 
them, this St. Gregory challenged, and to this the Prelates both of. 
the Weſtern, and Eaſtern Churches alſo ſubmitted, as appears by many. 
Eyiſiles ſent by him, and Anſwers received from ſeveral Patriarchs, 
and other Prelates in the Eaſt. 

$. 34- Since therefore 1t is confeſſedly certain, that the preſet 
Roman Church profeſles the ſame Religion which. Saint Gregory taught 
and planted in Frgland, which the Eaſtern Church in thoſe times ap- 
proved without any contradiftion, and which is now condemned 
by ns 3 it will evidently follow, that in thoſe few Points in 
which the preſent Eaſtern Churches quarrel with the Roman, the faid . 
Eaſtern Churches only have been Innovators; and conſequently that 
the Roman Church (that is, all Churches united in ſubordination to 
the Prime Patriarch and Paſtor) ſtill remains the Catholic Church, and 
enjoys the ſame futhority which the Univerſal Church in, and be- 
fore, St, Gregories days enjoyed: So that all Chriſtians who break. 
from her Communion, do thereby ſhew themſelves Schiſmraticks, and 
Self condemned. 


>DY. 35. I have purpoſely made choice to inſtance in the time of 


St. Gregory the Great, becauſe on the one fide ſeveral Proteſtants im- 
pute the beginning of the Churches depravation principally to that 
Age; and onthe other fide Almighty God, as if he had a defign to 
confute and ſilence their accuſations choſe that ee, eſpecially in 
which to accompliſh that moſt illuſtrious of all Propheſces, forcſhew- 
ing the glory of the Catholic Church, which is the Converſion of Na- 
tions from Heatheniſh Idolatry. þ 
The Propheſies themſelves are thus expreſly ſet down in the Od Teſ- 
tament, and acknowledged by Proteſtants to regard the Chriſtian 
Church, The Prophet Iſa: writes thus : Iſa. 60. 2, 3. The Lord ſhall 
riſe upon thee, and his Glory ſhall be ſeen upon thee. ver. 5. Ani the 
Gentiles ſhall come to thy light, and Kings to the brightneſs of thy riſing 
>— VET. 10. The abundance of the Sea ſhall be converted unto thee : the 
| forces 
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forces of the Gentiles, ſhall come unto thee--- ver. 11. The ſons of Strangers 
ſhall brild thy walls, and their Kings ſhall —_ unto thee. ver. 14.Thy 
Gates ſhall be open continually, that men may bring unto thee the 
the Gentiles, and their Kings may be brought All they that deſpiſe 
thee. ſhall bew themſelves at the ſoles of thy feet,and they ſhall call thee, he 
City of the Lord--- ver. 22. Alittle one ſhall become a thouſand, and a 
ſmall one a firong Nation. Again , Iſai. 49. 21. Kings ſhall 
be thy nurſing Fathers, and Queens thy nurſing Mothers. And again 
Hai. 39. 21. This is my Covenant with them, ſaith the Lord, My Spirit 
which is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy month, ſhall not 
depart ont of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy Seed, nor out of the 
mouth of thy ſeeds ſeed, ſaith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever, Alſo 
the Kingly Prophet, P/al. 11. 8. I will give thee the Heathen for thine 
Inheritance, and the ends of the earth for thy poſſeſſion. This Kingdom, 
(faith the Prophet Daniel) Shall not be given over to another people, bus 
{hall and for ever, Dan.11.44.Theſe are Gods Promuſesto his Church, 
fo acknowledged by Proteſtants. 


> Now it is manifeſt ont of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, that theſe Prophe-- 


cies began not, in a ſignal manner, to be accompliſhed, till the days 
of Saint Gregory. For during the firſt three hundred years, the: 
Church was wholly under Perſecution, and was encreaſed chiefly 
by ſifferings. In the next three hundred years, the Emperour Cor 
fir being converted to Chriftianity, there were but few other 

ings Foſter-fathers of the Churchz And belidesthis, ſeveral of the Em- 
perours, and ſome Kings during that ſpace, turned Arias and Apoſ- 
tates from the Catholic Faith, But from Saint Gregories time till Lu- 
ther , it is incredible almoſt what we read of the Corverſior of Na- 
tionsand Kingdoms, and of the wonderful Piety and zeal of (once 
Barbarous) Kings and Queexs, afloon asthey Had embraced the Ca- 
tholic Faith. Which Converſrons were generally made by the fervor, 


care, and authority firſt of St. Gregory, himſelf 3 as Exgland can, bur,” 


moſt ungratefully will not, as becomesher, witnels ; and next of St. 
Gregories Succeſlors, Biſhops of Rome. 


<4. 36. Now, Sir, conſider the force of illgrounded prejudices.. 


Several Proteſtants, _ they ſaw all the formentioned Propheſees. 
perfeQly fulfilled by Catholic Miſſzoners, yet out of the pre-aflumed 
hatred to Catholic Religion, they will not acknowledg the forſaking 
£o]s and worlhip of. Devils, and the embracing of the Catholic Faith 


forces of 
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' touching the Converſror of Nations, is forced to alledg the examples Cbridi... 
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' many undeniable Miracles wrought by them. 
DO Yetthepleaſant cunning of one Zytherar Writeris very remarkable : 
+ * hisnameis Dr. Philip Nicolai, who having written a Book on this 7*#!i? v7 


- likewiſe that God teſtified the Dodrine preached tothem, by ſtupen- 


4. + v* 
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to be a Converſion, but rather a Perverſror, and therefore 'wonder that 
they do not to this day fee thoſe Prophecies accompliſhed, which 
were made above two thouſands years ſince, In fo much as Caſtalio 
Profeſſes, The more T do peruſe the Scriptures, the leſs do I find theſe Pro- 
miſes performed, howſoever they are to be underſtood. David George, a yo 9s 
Proteſtant living at Za, upon the ſame grounds became a Blaſphe- i.r. £r. 
mer of Chriſt, whom he called a Sedwucer. Bernardin Ochin turned 
an Apoſtate, denying they Divinity of Chriſt. Adam Neuſerns, a 
Calviniſt Profeſſor at Heydelberg, turned Iyrk, and was circumciſed at 
Conſtantinople. Alemannus likewiſe renouncing Chriſtianity became a 
blaſphemous Few. And the principal motive of all theſe horrible 
changes, was an opinion that theſe Prophecies were falſe Dreams, or 
impudent inventions of SeFarjes, and never fulfilled, becauſe forſooth 
not fulfilled ina Chnrch of their Reformed Keligion, which Reform'd 
Religion never baniſhed Pagar [dolatry out of one Village. Some 
converſions indeed of their own particular mode they have made, for 
by ſeditions they have baniſhed Catholic Religion out of ſeveral pla- 
ces. And particularly the Hol/arders may brag, that they havecon- 
verted the great Empire of Japan from the Catholic Faith to its pri- 
{tine moſt execrable Idolatries ; to effet which, they have procured 
the moſt cruel murder of near four hundred thouſand Catholic Mar- 
tyrs, themſelves in the mean time renouncing the open Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity. | 

$. 37. Notwithſtanding the truth is, the wonderful Converſions of 
Nations in former and later times alſo, by Catholick Miſſzoners, have 
been fo illuſtrious, that very many of the ſoberer Proteſtant Writers 
have highly exalted their zeal and unwearied deligence in their Apoſ- 
tolical funions, and glorified God for it: being forced hereto by the 


colai de 
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very Argument, to wit, the fulfilling of the fore-cited Propheſees, 


not only ancient, as ofthe Saxons, Friſons, Danes, Germans, &c. con- "7: 53+ 
verted by Catholic Biſhops and Prieſts ; but later alſo, as of innume- 
rable People in the Eaſt and Weſt-I:dies,reduced from [dols to Chriſtie 
anity by Jeſuits and other Religions Miſſroners 5, and to acknowledge 
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dious Miracles. All this, this Lutheran confeſſes 3 but then with a 
turn, hedeprivesCatbolics of the glory and merit of all their labours, 
and applies it to his own Se : for he tells his Readers, that all theſe 
Apoſtolical Preachers, 1n converting Nations, did Luther anizare; and 
that the Jeſuits in their firſt converting the Oriental Indians, did ſhew 
themſelves [not Roman Catholics, but] Zntherans and Evangelicks 
Might he not have ſaid as well, that Chriſt's Apoſtles converted Na- 
tions, not as ſuch, but as Lutherans ? 


DD 5. 33. Now if theſe Propheſies be Divine, and have indeed been 


| ano, Fpiſt, 


i165, 


fulfilled, they have been fulfilled by Catholics only, and conſequently 
Catholic Religion conſtitutes that Church of Chriſt to which ſuch glo- 


Tious Prediions were made.l will therefore here adjoyn the wordsof 


St. Auguſtine,who having alledged out of the Scripture many ſuch Pro- 
pheſies; concludes thus: Fhilſt thou holdeſt thy ſelffaſt to theſe Propheſies, 
if an Angel from Heaven ſhould ſay to thee, Leave the Chriſtianity of the whole 

arth and chuſe the part of the | Shiſmatic] Donatus, Luther, Calvin, 
Tindal, ec. he ought tobe to thee Anathema 3, becauſe he would endea- 
wvour to cut thee off from the whole, and thruſt thee up into one part , ſo 
alienating thee from the Promijes of God. 

6. 25. Theſe, Sir, among many other, are grounds ſurely ſufficient 
to juſtifie the Right which the Roman Church has to merit your Obe- 
dience: I beſeech you think ſeriouſly on them. For mine own part, 
I do ſincerely proteſt to you, that unleſs I would renounce all other 
Guides to eternal Happineſs, but an — Fancie of mine own 
abllities,or blind —_ againſt all (zyides eſtabli 


; Divine Revelation,conſent of Antiquity, manifeſt Reaſon, and even experi- 


ence by outward Senſation may be fit to guide me, I muſt not be a Pxo- 
teſtant, I muſt of neceſlity be a Rowan E 

(interpreted alſo by conſent of Fathers and Councils) informs me, that 
_ hath eſtabliſhed on Earth a viſivle Church, which is, one holy and 
Catholic, the common Mother and only authentick Teacher of all Chrif- 
tianss that this Church ſhall remain ſuch to the end of the World : 


and that whoſoever is not a true faithful Member of this Church, is 7 
7 - 


ſeparated from Him. Again, evident Reaſon ſhews, that no Perſon, \ 


thereby cur off from the Myſtical Body of Chriſt.,and ſhall be eternally 


or Socicty, can be eſteemed a Member of anv Church any other way, 
than by believing its Do@rines, and being ſubject toits Laws and Go- 
vernment. ln the third place,the teſtimony of our Senſes aſlures us, that 


*d in Gods Church: if 


atholic. For Divine Revelation © 
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Why ate you a Catholis ? 25 | 


,not any of our Modern Se#s do aflert to the Do7rines, or are go- 
. verned by the Zaws of any Church at all (and conſequently not of the 
Catholic Church, )which had a being at their firſt (pretended) Reforma- 


tion: therefore upon theſe grounds it evidently follows, that all the 


. laid Ses are manifeſtly guilty of Schiſzr. 


Moreover, ſince the Roman 1s that Church of which the firſt Reform- 


ers, once were Members, and by reforming made a ſeparation from it, 


and ſince the ſame Church does conſtantly profeſs the ſame DoFrines 
which were once held by the Univerſal! Body of Orthodox Chriſtians ;, 
and again, ſince there is not any viſible Church upon earth to which 


all zarks of the true Chi rch aſſigned in Scripture, and by the Holy 


Fathers, can be ſo applied, and whereto the Antient Prophecies and 


. the Promiſes of Chriſt have been ſo. perfealy —_— as the 


Roman; it will evidently follow, that the preſent Roman Catholic 
Church ought to be acknowledged that one Holy Catholic Church, 
which we confeſs in the Apoſtles Creed and by conſequence whatſoever 


_Do@rines,in oppoſition to the Faith profeſſed in this Church,are taught 
. by Proteſtants, they are thereby, without any particular difcuſtton, 


legitimately prejudged to be formal Hereſies. 
Now Here fe and Schiſer being by all (even by Hercticks and Schiſ- 


 matichs themſelves) acknowledged moſt dreadfully waſting Crimes, 
of which I cannot poſſibly be guilty whilſt I adhere to the Roman 


Catholic Church, nor avoid the guilt of them by forſaking its Commu- 
2ion ; | conceive I have, without any neceſtity of engaging in par- 


ticular Diſputes, given you rational Grounds enabling me to aftord a: 


; ſufficient Azſwer tothe Qzeſtion firſt propoſed by you, viz. 


o 
Y 
y 
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Why are you a Catholic? 
$. 40. And for a concluſion, Sir, give me leave to tell you, that 
it will be utterly in vain for 'you to atempt the avoiding of the 
[ ſtiemata}] brands of Hereſte and Schiſzr, by entring. into an endleſs 
Diſpute about particular Centroverſies,to be ſtated ont of Books : For, 


. till you be able to ſhew a preſent Viſible, Orthodox Church, the Gover- 
. nors and Teachers whereof are derived by a continual S::cceſſuon from 
. the Apoſtles, which Church in all thoſe Points for which you have ſe- 
-parated from the Roman, teaches as you do, and cither governs-you, 
 Oor1s governed by you 3 Till this, 1 fay be done, your buſying your 


ſelf about particular Diſputes will never produce to you Peace of mind, 


« but rather encecaſc in you Pride and Malice againlt. others., Your 


firſt: 
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firſt moſt neceſſary Care therefore mnſt be to eſtabliſh your ſelf in 
ſach a :Church as can oblige you to believe her : for by no other 
way can you (nor your Teachers) avoid Self-condemnation, as mani- 
felt Innovators. 

There are certain illuſtrions #arks aſligned by the holy Scripteres 
and Fathers, to diſtinguiſh the true Catholic Church from Congregarti- 
ons of Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, ſuch are Unity ; Succeſſion, Oni. \ 
-verſality, Coxverting of Nations, Miracles, &c. And theſe are ſich * 
marks as are perceptible by the meaneſt capacities, to the end that * 
none ſhould be excuſed if they miſtake the Church. Now not one of | 
theſe ſo viſible warks belongs to you; and not one but belongs to the | 
Roman Catholic Church. | | 

$. 41. When you are urged to ſhew ſome ſexs or marks which | 

Calvin.n- might invite any to jojn with you, all you can ſay is, That yor teach | 
air t.4-0.2+ 2ruth, and that you duly adminiſter the Sacraments + that is, you would 
pM prove your mw to be a true Church, becauſe you ſay you are a true Church; | 
1 for (not the marks, but) the eſſence of a Church conſiſts in teaching 
(! Truth, &c. But warks of his Church, eaſily obſervable by all men, were 
bit appointed by Go to lead the Simple as well as the Learned, to dif- 
| cover that Church which only teacheth Truth, and duly adminifters his 
Jt Sacraments, Not any ſuch zxarks do you pretend to ſhew, And as © 
| il for this yotir miſcalled, ſingle Mark, the Unlearned cannot poſſibly 
i judg, whether you do indeed teach Truth, 8c. and the Learned © 

on have ſpent therr whole lives before they can be in a capacity to 
judg. And though they ſhould be ſounhappy as to ſuffer themſelves 
to be convinced that you do feach Truth, &c. yet till you can fur- 
ther demonſtrate that you are not guilty of Schiſze, but that you 
communicate with that orc holy Catholic Church, which you believe 
Th in the Creed, it would (notwithſtanding all the truth pretended to 
11,1 be taught by yon) be a damnable ſin in them to communicate with 
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a AR ng »# 


x! YOU. 
bh n Theſe things conſidered, ſince I am confident it is impoſſible for | 
"Bi Fou to clear this poizt, I believe you will find an inſuperable difficul- : 
ty to prepare, according to the xzethod obſerved here, a tolerable - 
general a——_ ſufficient to vindicate your Church 4 in caſe I ſhould © 
by way of exchange, propoſe to you this Qeiior. 
| Hhy are you a Proteſtant ? of 
Prot. Judg not, Sir, too haſtily. Perhaps at our next meeting 7 x 
| you * 


5s." id ea 2p». 


Why are you «Catholic ? 27" 
you will hear more than you now expe&t. In the mean time thank 
you for your Charity: And,God willing,I will ſcrioufly refle& on what 
hath been ſaid. 

Cath. Farewel, Sir, and, if you think good, caſt your eyes upon 
this little bundet of Citations out of ſeveral ancient Holy Fathers of 
the Church, who will tell you, that upon the very ſame grounds, 
_ have been here diſcourſed on, they were good Chriſtians and 

atholics. 
* Prot. If they tell me fo, I ſhall not eafily contemn what they: tell 
me. Farewel. 
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$. 1. Of the Churches prepetual Exiſtence. Fiſbility, 8c. 
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cerning: Chriſt, than concerning the Church. The reaſon hereof FE 
” conceive to be, becauſe they forefaw in: Spirit, that 'men would. 
make diviſions and parties, and that they would not much diſpute: 
2! about Chriſt himſelf, but that they would raiſe great contentions: 
| about the Church. Therefore that was more plainly foretold, and: 
: more openly prophecyed concerning which, greater contentions 
| would in ſucceeding times be raiſed to the end a heavier judg-- 
: _ ſhould befall thoſe who faw [ the Church] and yet fled out 
: of it. 

0 Quis numeret. teſtimonia de Eccleſia toto Orbe terrarum diffuſa ? Gb Aug. in 


th $ Who can number the teftimonies-given | i» Scripture] touching the | 
Church ſpread over the whole earth? who can number them? There: 

or >; are not inthe whole world ſo many Hereſies againſt the Church as 
1l- 7 there are Teſtimonies in the [ 0/4] Law for the Church. What page 
we 2 there does not proclaim this? what verſe does not mention it 2- All 
1d * paſtages there cry out aloud for the Unity of our Lords-Body 5. for 
e has placed peace through the borders of Hierufalem : Now thou; 

-- © Heretick, barkeſt againſt all theſe Teſtimonies : And therefore 
ng 2 that whch is written in the Apocalypſe i juſtly. verified in. that City, 
"Ou | | Withous. 


4 TESTIMONIES of HOLY FATHERS re- &$ 4% 


Bſeurius dixerunt Prophet e-de Chriſto, quam de Fecleſia, Puto 4997. in | 


propterea]: The Prophets have fpoken more obſcurely con- ym 
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| Without are dogs. Thou barkeſt againſt theſe [Teſtimonies] From - 
| what Tribunal doſt thou judg ? Thy Tribunal is the preſumption of 
thine own heart. It is a lofty, but a ruinous Tribunal. | 
| Exaltare ſuper ctzlos, Deus, & ſuper omen terram gloria tua---] Be 
thou exalted, O God, above the Heavens, and thy Glory over all. 
417.in theearth, My Bretheren, we have not ſeen God exalted above the. 
|| 2/456. Heavens 3 yet we believe it. But we not- only believe, but we ſee 
[ his Glory exalted over all the Earth [i his Church. ] Now I beſeech, 
you obſerve what a madneſs it is which poſſeſſes Heretics. They 
being cut off from the compacted Body of the Church of Chriſt, and, 
[ by holding a part being deprived of the whole, will not communi- 
[| cate with the whole earth, over which the glory of Chriſt, is ſpread. 
|  O Heretical Madneſs! Thou believeſt with me that which thou doeſt 
not ſee : and thou denieſt that which both thou and I do ſee. Thou 
believeſt with me that Chriſt is exalted above the Heavens, which 
neither of us hath ſeen : and thou denieſt his glory over all the earth, 
which we both ſee. ; 
| 1s ſole poſuit Tabernaculum ſuum---] He has placed his Tabernacle in 
Aug. in the Sun, thatis, in a place manifeſt (to a) His Tabernacle is his 
Fpidi.F0- fleſh : His Tabernacle is his Church which is placed in the Sun : not 
| ® * inthenightbutin the day. | 
Jul 4 Tanquam ille, quem catechizamm, quereret & diceret,quo ergo ſigno---] 
bi £2 If a Catechumen ſhould þe inquiſitive, and ſay, But by what ſign 
[| 4.13.c.12. ſhall T, beirg as yet alittle one and unable clearly to diſcern the truth 
 ! from ſo many errours, by what mark, I ſay, ſhall I find the Church | 
Tl of Chriſt, to believe which, I am obliged by ſo many manifeſt pre- | 
Ph; ditions? Hereto the Prophet, as if he had a perte& knowledge of | 
; - the Catechumens ſcruples, anſwers, teaching him, that this is foretold Þ 
f | | to be the Church of Chriſt, which israiſed on high and apparent to | 
1/0 all ; Forſhe is the ſeat of his Glory. For in regard of ſuch doubts as 
TH may befal the ſimpler fort of Chriſtians, who may be ſeduced by 
1 (crafiy) men from the Church ſo gloriouſly maniteſt, our Lord pro- | 
at — remedy, faith, A City which isſet upon a mountain cannot þ 
e hid. 
1, Ayz.in Chriſto tales maledicunt, qti---] Thoſe do blaſpheme Chriſt, who | 
il Plal.85 affirm that the Church hath periſhed from oft the whole earth, and 
[il remained only on [ Africa, Geneva, England Holland, &c. 
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&. 2. Of the Catholic Churches Unity: and of Schiſm. Pa 

$. 43. Una eſt Eccleſia quecunque illa fit---) There is one only 02.20r. 
Church, whichſoever that is, of which it is written, my dove (»ry un- =? 
defiled) is but one, ſhe is the only one of her Morner 3 neither can 
there, be ſo many Churches as there are Shiſms; [| O this Poſition beth 
theSchiſmatics, Donatiſts and S:. Auguſtin were agreed. Avg.in 

Perirem ſt eſſem de parte Pauli---) I ſhould periſh (eternally) if I were 2[.c.30. 
of a party of which St. Pax! was the leader: How then ſhallI avoid 
perdition if Ibe of the party of Doxatws(of Luther,Calvin,Tindall,&+@) _ 

Quanmvis Novatianus---) Though (the Schiſmatic) Novatian hath pA 
been put to death [_ for the Faith, ] yet he hath not been crowned. ad Syn- 
Why not Crowned ? Becauſe he died out ofthe peace, concord and 9” 
eammunion of the Church, ſeparated from that common Mother, of, 
whoin whoſoever will be a Martyr, muſt be a Member. | 

We ought ratherto endure any torments, than conſent to the di- Diony. 4- 
viding of Gods Church : Since the Martyrdom, to which weexpoſe T7 on 
our ſelves by lnkelng a diviſion of the Church, is.no leſsglorious,then 
that which 15 ſoffered for refuſing to Sacrifice to Idols. AugSer. 

$7 in Navi pericula ſunt —) If there be dangers to thoſe who ar ein 22-4 4- 
the Ship, there iscertain drowning to thoſe who areout of it. _ 

In montem ſanFum tinum-— | Into his Holy Mountain. His holy 4ug. in 
Mountain is his Holy Church. This is the Mountain which accord- //* #* 
ing to the Viſion of Dariel, grew to this vaſtneſs from a ſmall ſtone - 
and breaks all the Kingdoms of the earth, and which encreaſed in 
greatneſs till it filled the whole ſurface of the earth. In this Moun- 
tain he was heard, who faid, I cryed with my voice unto the Lord, 


{ and he heard me from his holy Mountain. Whoſoever prays beſides 
* this Mountain, let him not hope to be heard toeternal life. Many 
; areheard inmany of their requeſts 3 but let them not boaſt becauſe 


they are heard. The Devils were heard in their requeſt to be ſent 


2 into the Swine, Let us defire to be heard to eternal life. 


There cannot poſſibly be made any Reformation of ſuch impor- yy 


Z tance, asthe miſchief of Schiſm ispernic1ous. 


Nobiſcum eſtis in Baptiſmo---] You ( Donatiſts) are with us in Bap- 4,,, ;- 


E tiſm, in the Creed, and in the other Sacrament of our Lord. But 1n */z!. 48: 


the Spirit of Unity, in the Bond of Peace, and finally in the Catholic 

Church you are not with us. 

Tenenda eſt nobis Chriſtiana Religio--)Chriſtian Religion is to be held aug. 4: 
E by Fer &l g 
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W hy are you a Catholic? 
by us,and the Communion of that Church which is Cathalic,and 15nas 
med Catholic,not only by her children, but alſo eyenby her enemies. 

Fieri non poteſi---) it cannot poſſibly be, that any.one ſhould have- 
a juſt cauſe to ſeparate his Communion from the Communion of the 
whole world. d a | 

Ot hanc omittam ſapientiam-- ] Not to ſpeak of that Wiſdom, 
which you do not believe to bein the Catholic Church, there are 
many other things which moſt juſtly keep.men her boſom-:: the con- 
ſent of people and Nations keeps me : the authority begun by mi- 
racles, nouriſhed by hope, encreaſed by charity, eſtabliſhed by 
antiquity keeps me there: A ſucceſtion of Biſhops from the Chair of 
St. Peter (to whom our Lord after his Aſcenſion committed his Sheep 
to be fed) to the preſent pontificate, keepz me there, Laſtly, the-. 
very Name of Catholic keeps me there, which name the Church a- 
loneamong ſo many Hereſies hath not without juſt reafan poſleſfed, 
mſomuch as though all Heretics are defirous.to be called Cathalics, 
yet if a ſtranger asketh any of them where the Catholic Congrega, 
tion meets, not any of them has the boldneſs to ſhew him ys own 
Femple. Theſe therefore fo many and {0 great hon 


eforc | | ds, keep a: be- 
hever firtn- jn the Catholic Church, although by reaſon of his na- 
tural dulneſs, and perhaps his fins, he does not manifeſtly ſee and: 
penetrate the depth of Divine Truths. | Þut a you (Heretic: 
who haye none of thefe advantages to inyite or hold me, nothing 1s: 
heard to ſound, but a (iz) promiſe of true DoGrans, &c, | 


; 4 !! Fulgent. d: ddborrys 0 tene, et nullatenus dubites--] Hold. moſt firmly and doube 
] 


notat af that every Heretic or Schiſmatic baptifed in the Narve of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghoſt, if [befpre be Dies] he 
be not joyned and incorporated into the Catholic; Church, he can 
by no: mcans be ſaved FOpOgh he ſhould give never ſo-many Alms.yea- 
though he ſhould ſhed his Blood for the Nanzeof Chriſt ;-For neither 
Baptrſin nor hberal diſtributing of Alms, nor the undergoing death 
for the Name of Chriſt can profit any one to Salyation, as long as 
Heretical or Schiſmatical lewdnelſs perſgyeres 3n.hun, which leadeth 
to Ls death, | 5 
. 3. Of the Catholic Churches Authority. Of interpreting Scripture. ' 
Sat Auguſtine inform ws that a certain acquaintance of his deri- 
ded the Diſciples of Catholic Faith, by which men were command- 
cd to bcheve | the Church | not being taught. by dewor/trative.Realons 
| what 
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what was true. To ſatisfie this Friend, he wrote his Book De Utilitate 
credendi [ Ecclefiz] in which he writes thus, It isfitly inſtituted by the {4 wt 
Majeſty of Catholic Diſcipline, that thoſe who come to Religion, 2 
ſhould before all other things be perſwaded to believe [ the Church] 

But you will ſay, were itnot better that Reaſon ſhould be employed 

to move me, which without any temerity I might follow witherſoe- 

ver it leads me? Perhaps it might be ſo: But ſince. to come to the 
knowledgof God by Reaſon is a matter of fo great importanceand dis 
fficulty, do you think that generally all men are capable of ſearching 

to the Reaſons by which mens minds may be brought to a know- 

ledg of Divine Myſteries ? Or are the greateſt number of men ſuch? 

or but a few ? I ſuppoſe you will anſiver, But a few. If fo, do you 

think that the knowledg of Religion is to be denyed to all the reſt, 

who have not fo piercing a Judgment?——It is a miſerable thing to 

be deceived by Authority 3 but it is nuch more miſerable not tobe 
moved by it. If Gods Providence does not preſide over human af- 

fairs, there will be no cauſe why we ſhould trouble our ſelves about 
Religion--We ought not therefore to deſpair that fome Authority is 
conſtituted by God, by which thoſe who walk doubtfully may be 
raifed up to God. ' gr Ny vy 

Puto fe quis Sapiens extitiſſet--] 1 conceive that if there were extant 4%: 4 

a wiſe man to whom our Lord had given his Teſtimony, {viz. that x::1.c.19, 
be ſhould be. direFed by hin :] and if that man were conſulted by us 
concerning this controyerſie, we ſhould not at all doubt to do whats 


2 forever he enjoyned us, leaſt we ſhould be adjudged ro oppoſe: our 


felves, not ſo much to that man himſelf, astoour Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


| by whoſe Teftimony he is recommended. Now ſuch Teſtimony 


doth our Lord afford to his Church. 


3 Peretict giti cunt in whitate--} Heretics, who though they be not ,,. ;, 


in Catholic Unity and Communion, yet Gloryia the title of Chriſti- z/a. 41. 
ans, are compelled to oppoſe Orthodox” Believers, and they have 


7 the boldneſs.to attempt the ſeducing-unskilful Chriſtians by force of 


difputing, and Reaſoning, . whereas our Lord cams, with a: peculiar 


© Medicine againſt this, when he cnjoyned (ot reaſoning, but) Believ- 


ing to all people. Byt-Hexetics are forced to take the way of argu- 
ing by reaſon, beeauſe they ſee themſelves in a moſt abject Conditi- 
on, if their Authority be compared with Catholic Authority. There- 


| fore they endeavour to prevail by a pretence and promiſe of Reaſon 


E 2 again(t 
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againſt the moſt unſbaken Authority of the firmly eftabliſhed Church, 
| This is the uniform, and, as it were, regular temerity of all Heretics, 
! But the moſt clement Emperor of our Faith | has fortified with the 
! Citadel of Authority his Church, both by numerous Congregations 
of People and Nations, and the Chairs of his Apoſtlesz He alſo by 
a few pioully learned and truly Spiritual men has armed his Church 
with moſt copious proviſions of invincible Reaſon. But the more 
ſecure and rational Diſcipline is, That thoſe who are ignorant or 
infirm ſhould be recerved within the Caſtle of Faith (depending ors 
Anthority) that they may be defended by thoſe who can combate 
with the weapons of moſt powerful Reaſon. 

Noe nos ipft tale aliquid auderemms afſerere--) Neither durſt we affirm 


't Atto, de. « 
any fuch thing ('viz. that Heretics ought not to be rebaptized) if we 


Fi!) Zapri/mo 
cont. Dos» 


lf ma). 2. 


Aug.c onr. 


Creſeons 


g. '+3 Zo 


Aug. de 
Huan. 
Amma. 


"0 


419.cont. 


Fulian. 


& E. c.5. P 


- Heretici ſunt fibi arbitri” 


were not {trengthned by the unanimous Authority of the univerſal 
Church:To which Authority,no doubt,Cypriar (who held the contrary) 
would have ſabmitted, if in his time the truth of this queſtion had : 
been eſtabliſhed by the examination and deciſion: of a Plenary ? 
Council. | | OO 
Proinde quamvis hujus rei cette de Scripturis Canonicis non proferatur | 
exemplum--) Although 'no' expreſs example can be brought out 
of Canonical Scriptures touching this Point (of rebaptization:) yet the 
trath of the ſame Scriptures in this matter is held by us, when we do 
that which has pleaſed the Univerſal ' Church, which the Authority © 
of Scripture themſelves does commend, That ſince the Holy Scrip- * 
ture cannot deceive (us,) he,whofoever is in fear of being deceived ” 
by the obſcurity of this queſtion, way conſult the ſame Church about > 
It, which Church the holy Scripture doth without all ambiguity de- : 
monſtrate. : |  2HAE | p 
Aliud of con Authoritati credimws-)Tt 1s one thing when we be- ? 
heve, ſubmitring to Authotity 3 and another when we yield to rea- 
ſon, To believe Anthority is a way very cotnpendious and without | 
labour. | | 
Et fs ttulla ratione indagetur) Whatfoever is from Ancient times 
reached by our Orthodox Faith, 'and, believed-through the -whole | 
Church, 'though' by no 'ſearch' of reaſon it can be found out, and 
thongh Þy no fpeech'it'can be clearly exprefled,' yet notwithſtand- | 
Ing it 1s Go be acknowleaged) moſt true. _. 
ligionis-) Heretics are to themſelves 


| judges? 
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judges of Religion 3 Whereas the proper work of Religion is the 
Duty of Obedience (to Authority. 

Non ad Scripturas provocandum eſt-) We muſt not ( diſputing with _ , F 
Heretics) appealto Scripture. Neither is the debate to be conſtitu- Preferisf, 
red in things,m which either no victory at all will follow, or an un- © 18 
certain one, or little better than uncertain. For though the ſacceſs 
of examining Scriptures ſhould not be ſuch, that each party ſhould 
have no advantage over the other ; yet due order requires that that 
ſhould be firſt propoſed, about which at preſent we are to diſpute, 
viz. to which of the parties (the preaching of) Faith belongs : who 
have right to the Scriptures: -from whom, and by whom, and 
when, and to whom that Diſcipline has. been delivered by which 
men are made Chriſtians : For where the Truth both of Chriſtian 
Diſcipline and Faith ſhall appear to be, there alſo will be the Truth 
of _— and wg and Tr Ay Traditions. | 

| Si quid horum per orben frequentat Eccleſsa--) Amongſt ſuch things, : 
whatſoever is praCtiſed by the Church through rg kerry to Fa Mg-BNF ; 
pute whether ſhe ought not to be imitated therein, isa mark. of moſt 
inſolent madneſs. 

_Scire ſufficit—)lt is a ſufficient Motiveto reje& from our Belief what- 7a 
ſocver we know to be contrary to the teaching of the Church. 0 
Dicet aliquis, ſi Divinis eloquizs) It may be demanded, how, if Yincenr. 

both the Devil and his Diſciples do make uſe of and apply Divine 77% 
Scriptures, Sentences and. Promiſes, of whom ſome are falſe Apoſtles, ;8, * * 
others falſe Prophets, and all of them Heretics : What ſhall Catholic , 
children of our Mother the Church do? How ſhall they diſceratruth 

from falſhood in (7terpreting) Holy Scriptures? Hereto we anſwer, 
Caccording as we have received from Holy and learned men before 

us) that they maſt be very careful to interpret Scriptures according 

to the Traditions of the Univerſal Church, and according to the 


Rules of Catholic Dodrine. 


; 
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THE SECOND @UESTION: BUT, WHY ARE 
YOU A PROTESTANT? | 


of our laſt Diſcourſe ? Prot. Yes, 

Cath. And have you found either in Scripture. Tra- 

dition, Councils, or Holy Fathers, any warrant to re- 

main divided, both in_Do&rine and Diſcipline, from all Churches an- 

rently exiſtent upon Earthz and at the ſame time to profeſs, not- 

withftanding, a Belief of One, Holy, Catholic Church, ont of whoſe Come- 
anunion there is no Salvation. 

Prot. I freely accknowledge that I am not-able to produce any 
conliderable Quotations to ooh ont yours :. Qotatiorrs, I mean,aſlert- 
ing the A:thority of particular, or new-ereed Churches, independent, 
ON others. | 

Cath. Then fince, it feems, both Scripture, Tradition, Councils and. 
_ have given their Teſtimonies againſt you, Why are you (ſtill) 4 | 
troteſtarnt ? | ; 

__ Prot. Sir, ge? you do believe I ſhonld be very glad to . 
find ont aChurch to whoſe Arthority T could think my {elf obliged en- ; 
tirely to ſubmit mine own judgment, and ſecurely to commit my Soul + 
to her guidance. But hitherto not having been able to find ſuch an; * 
one, I muft be content to ſtay where I am : For as for the Roman * 


h. 45 (* $:r, Have you conſidered ſeriouſly on the Subje& 


Church, to whoſe Communion alone yau would. invite me, ſhe 18 
to me ſo wholly depraved, that I think areal Miracle would hardly *? 
draw meto joynmy ſelf to her Communior. | 


Cath. Ifee, Sir, that you, deſparring to juſtifie your own Churches, 
and to excuſe them from Schiſmr, doſeck to draw me to particular, 
Diſputes : By which notwithſtanding you can receive no benefit at. 
all, whatever the ſucceſs of ſich Diſputes ſhall be : For ſtill the unpar- 
donable guilt of Schiſzr will lieupon you. However I will not retufe 
{o far to comply with you. Therefore tell me, Wherein conſiſts that 
depravationyou fpeak of? 

Prot. It conſiſts in this, that both her Do&Frines and Diſcipline are 
ih framed,.as onpurpoſe to comply with wordly intereſts: and by con- 
wk AYcquenceare oppoſedto the Spirzt of Chriſtianity. 

[' Cath. How does that appear ? 
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1 £0 rob her of the Treaſure ard Poſſeſſions conferred on her by the _ | 
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 $, 47. Prot. It appears more than ſafficiently in this that (as the 
late learned Archiſhop of Spalato obſerves) all thoſe Points of your Be- 


lief and PrefFice which we condemn,and for which we ſeparate from fr. 
, Your Church, are ſuchas manifeſtly have a ſtrong influence on the fatiſ- 


tying either her Ambition or Covetouſmeſs. 
: Cath. Which are the Points which you ſuppoſe to comply with Am- 
ition ? 

Prot. Theſe which here follow : rt. Tour Churches aſſuming the 
Title of Catholic to her ſelfalonewith excluſion: of all other Churches. 2. The 
Popes aſſumed Univerſal Authority. 3. His pretended Infallibility in de- 
termining Controverfies. 4. His uſurped Temporal Authority. 5. A Power 
to be acknowledged as given to Prieſts, by conſecrating the outward Syms+ 
bols, to make the glorified Bod = Saviour preſert on the Alter. 6. The: 
Offering it in Sacrificeto the Fe r. 7. The expoſong of it to mens Ado-- 


zation. 8. The Obligation impoſed on all ſinners to diſcover their moſt ſecret* 


fins to Prieſts in Confeſſon, and to ſubmit to ſatisfaFions enjoyned by theme. 

9. A proud eſteem of attaining to: Juſtification and Salvation by your own- 

Merits: Thus your Clergy, not content to invent DotFrines proper to- 
ure their own Exatktation; would inſtill Pr#de into the people allo. 

h. 48. Cath. For what DeGrines do.-you accuſe the Reman: Church: 
of Covetouſneſs. 

Prot. Ofthis latter ſort are the Romane DoTrines. x. Tonching Pray- 
er for the.dead ard Purgatory, ont of the torments whereof Souls are to be- 
redeemed by Maſſes, Alms, &c..2. The gaining of Heaven by mony given: 
for ences. 3. The Invocation of Saints. 4. The worſhipping of their 
Images and Relicks : To which Pilgrimages are ordained with coitly Of- 
ferings, Cc. 

$. 49: Cath. This Obſervation, made by the infamons- Apoſtate you! 
named, if rightly conſidered, truly ſeems to argue a guilt ſomewhere; 
yet.not in the Church, but much rather in thoſe who ſeperated from: 


2 * her. For it ſtrongly argues, that, ſince, to oppoſe her, they made- 
| clioice only of thoſe Points which regarded the Honour, Authority and! 


Wealthofthe Clerey3 thetrue Mtroes inducing them to-rebel againſt- 
the Church; were, not any zeal tor Truth, or care for their Souls (for 
they acknowledg her Orthodox, as to all Poirts of Dottrine approved 
by former Heretics.)) That therefore which ſtirred up - therr rage a-- 
zainſt her was Envy, Hatred of Obedience, and a thirſt unquenchable 


— 
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— Why are you a Catholic ? 
| of their Holy Progenitours. Now Sir, tell me ſincerely, If you were 
| to eſtabliſh a Church, would you take for your pattern that Schiſmrati- 
| 1 Xin.12, Cal King Jeroboam, whochoſe Prieſts from the dreggs of the People 3 or 
| God himſelf, who inſtituted a ſplendid Clergy ? | 
Prot. It cannot indeed be denied, but that contemptible, need 
and depending DireFoxrs of Souls will but very meanly diſcharge ſo 
high an Office as Chriſt has committed to them, having made them 
| Mnr.$.13- Spiritual fudges of Mankind, and ſtiled them'the Light of the world, 
+ and the Salt of the Earth. 
$. 50. Cath. If the firſt Reformershad been of your Judgment,they 
would firſt have reformed in themſelves their mordinate Paſſions. 
But, Sir, if you pleaſe, let us leave the judgment of mens ſecret in- 
tentions to Almighty God, to whom alone they are = and tranſ- 
parent. However, this may with full aſſurance be aflerted, That if 
Sacriledge andfreedom from Fecleſcaſtical FuriſdiFion were not the 0n- 
ly prime Motives, they were, and will be, the prime Efe&s of your 
multiplied Reformations. | 
$. 51. Prot. I am well content to deſiſt from enquiring into the 
ſecret mn of perſons on either fide : And therefore I will hence- 
forth conſider the forementioned Poizts in debate between us, abſo- 
lately and in themſelves. And ſo doing, you muſt give me leave to -. 
ſay, That this alſo may with full aſſurance be aſſerted, that, what- * * 
ever Motives the Roman Church may have to require Belief of them, 
we cannot aflent to them without rendring our ſelves guilty of appa- 
rent contradiding Scripture generally in them all, and no leſs than the 
heynous Crimes of Swperſtition and Zdolatry in ſeveral of them. 
Cath. I do not much wonder to hear from you ſo a cruel a Cerſure 
of our Catholic Belief. Yea, perhaps I ſhould my ſelf joyn with you +» 
in the like, if I ſhould take aproſpet of the Church by the ſame falſe + 
Light that I perceive you have done. 
Prot. Why, Sir, from whence ſhould I receive Light to diſcover * 
what you teach, but from our Corntrovertiſts ? F 
$. 52. Cath. I did not at all doubt from whence that which you | 
call Zight came. And therefore permit me to tell you, that if you 
frame,your judgment touching the Faith, of Catholics by what you 
find commonly in Cortrovertiſts, you will condemn you know not 
what, nor whom. 
Prot. This isſtrange:Do none of our Controvertiſts underſtand what 
your Church teaches? SY 


—————_ 
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$. 53. Cath. What, and how much they underſtand I cannot de- 

fine. Butthis I may with confidence fay, - that generally judging of 
your Controvertiſtr, not a twentieth part of one of their Volumes con- 
tains an examination of the neceſſary Faith of the Church, which Faith 
notwithſtandingis pretended to be confuted in every Page. | 
Prot. Notwithſtanding what you ſay, yer your Cortrovertiſts alſo 

in anſwering our Books, do take on them to defend whatſoever ours 
oppoſe as the DoFrines of your Church. | 
Cath. It is too true indeed of ſome of them 3 who deſerve much to 
be blamed for giving thereby occaſion to our Adverſaries to multiply 
unneceflary Debates,by a partial eſteemof their own private,adopted 
Opinions, of we Interpretations of the Churches DoFrines, 
their probable Additions to them, and Irferences from them : all 
which they are deſirous ſhould paſs for Points of Catholic Faith. Be- 
fides this, ſeveral Schoolmenthereare, whoſe end of Writing being to 
boaſt their Fit and Subtilty, who will penetrate into all things 5 no 
Myſteries (hall be incomprehenſible to their Philoſophy , and who 
think it a great Maſtery to advance Poſitions bordering on the very 
brink of Hereſfe, Speculative or Moral, and then by ſome nice Diitin- 


* @ionto prove them, if not Orthodox, at leaſtnot deſerving the utmoſt 


Cenſures. And of theſe mens raſhneſs Proteſtants oft-timestake advan- 
tage, and zealouſly oppoſe them, as if the Church were obliged to 
make good their ery Speculations. 

$. 54. Prot. What Expedient then do you propoſe to meby which 
I may be certainly informed of your Churches Do#rines. 

Cath. The way 1s plain, eaſie and ſhort, it you will look before you 
and not wilfully go out of it. 

Prot. I pray you put meintothat way. 

Cath. The way is to examine candidly and ſeriouſly the Churches 
own Deciſonsonly, which if you do, you will find how little ſhe is 
concern'd in the accuſations.you lay againſt her, 

- Prot. If this prove true, ſurely our Modery Controvertiſts have 
a dreadful Account to make to God, who ſeem ſtudiouſly to defign the 
widening of the breaches amongſt Chriſtians. 

Cath. That what 1 fay is true, I dare take the confidence to make 
your ſelf the Judge. And this Lundertake to demonſtrate through all 
the controverted Points before mentioned by you, not by diſputing, 
alledging Proofs, or anſwering — but only by — 
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to.you, ina ſimple manner, the pure, naked DoZrine of the Church in 
relation to all theſe Points. 

Prot.l am likewiſe fafficiently averſe from clamorous Diſputes, which 
commonly are only Prizes of a quick Farcie or volubletongue,and tos 
mentors of unruly Paſſzors.Thereforel expect what you intend to fay. 

$. 55. Cath. Before I begin, Ihave a few Requeſts (in my judg- 
ment not unreaſonable) to make to you. The firit 3s, 1. That (hav- 
ing ſuppoſed that upon a true or falſe Belref Eternity of Happineſs 6r 
Miſexy depends) you would force your .[mragization to put your ſelf 
in that ſtate in which your firſt Reformers really were, unmediately 
before they broke from the Churches Obedience and Communion, and 
ſuppoſing that you were earneſtly tempted by them alſo to forſake it, 
by adhering toa New-begaz Society, never heard of in the world be- 
fore, upon a pretence that the b in which you live, and which 
you as yet eſtcem to be the true Catholic Chyrch, teaches moſt perni- 
cious Errours, Superſtitions, and Idolatrons praFices : Of the Juſtice of 
a, m— your Texpters, now declared Ememes, will needs be 
the Judges, 

Prot,” This I will endeavour to-perform. 

Q. 56. 2. Cath, My Second Requeſt is, That yon will acknowledge 
that the DoFrines of Catholic Faith, once decided by the Church, are 
tobe underſtood in the plain literal Sence, and nn the latitude of the 
Churches expreſlion. And by conſequence that when they are ſeve- 


rally reſtramed to different particular Senſes by mterpretation of f 


Catholic writers, ſuch Interpretations are not necellarily tro be admit- 


ted by you: And much leſs are other Dofrins, by inference drawn + 


from them, to be eſteemed Points of Catholic Faith, but only Opt- 
nions of particular Divines, which do nor obligeito Aijent. 
. "Prot. This ought 1n reaſon to be acknowleged. 

$. 57. 3. Cath. My third and laſt Reques# is, That, when your 


Tenipters ſhall tell you that the Catholic Church teaches Dvitrins con- + 
trary to Seripture, you would acknowledge that unlefs ſuch a pre- +: 
xended Comtrarietycan be evidently rated royoun, you ought | 
not for that cauſe to forſake the Churches Communion : For unduube | 
.tedly 3 -where her Doe@rines feem only probably contrary to fome | 


Text of Scriptare,her Authority is fuch asto oblige youto belive that her 
Sence ought to be preferred before that of we, Ana who are deſ- 
ftitute of. all Arthority. And it would. be madneſs to tranſgrefs the 


neceſſary. ” 
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neceſſary Duty of peaceful Obedience and of avoiding Schiſze, upon a 
probable hope of finding ſome Truths, elſewhere. 

Prot. Reafon requires that this alſo be granted. 

$. 58. Cath. Theſe conceſſions therefore being preſuppoſed, give 
me leave to put you in mind of what you faid at the entrance into 
this our Diſconrſe, viz. That, this way be with full m—_ aſſerted, that 
you cannah aſſent to any of thoſe DoFrines taught by the Roman Church,and 
rejeted by your Party, without rendering your ſelf guilty of apparent con- 
tradifing Scripture. * 

Prot. 1 remember this well : but how will you diſprove me ? 

Cath. If this Perſwaſror of yours were well grounded, it would be 
not only in vain, but unlawfal for me to ſeek to withdraw you from 
it. But being on the other ſide aſſured, that what you ſay is appa- 
rent, is only ſo in a falſe appearance to your mind prepoſleſied; I hope I 
way without vanity promiſe to demonſtrate to you, that you. on- 
ly think, an this withone Ground, that you are aſlured. 

Prot. You make large Promiſes to your ſelf, which I believe will 
have ſmall effe& upon me. 


> Cath. Sir, Truth and a Good intention make me confident, . that Dz- 


vine Grace, which is Omnipotent, will accompany them. Whereas 
therefore you ſay, That Romar Dottrines are apparently, or evidently 
contrary to Scripture: I defire you'to take into confideration that the 
fame Roman Church, at the ſame time, both propoſed the Belief of 
thoſe Do@rins to your firſt Reformers, and allo gave them the Scrip- 
tures, teſtifying that they were the infallible ord of God. There- 
fore certainly it was far from being evident to her that her DofFrines 
did evidently contradi&t Divine Revelation, Now you will not ſurely 
deny but that in the Catholic Church there are menas learned, and 
thoſe in a far greater number, than among Proteſtants, Men, I ſay, 
who alſo make the Scriptures their principal ſtudy, and have er 
liſhed almoſt innumerable Commentaries on them 3 again, Mex, of 
whom a great number live ſequeſtred from the world,in an afſiduous 
PraQtice of Spiritual Prayer, and thetefore not likely to have their 
judgments perverted by worldly intereſts : Yet not any one of theſe 
does ſee, or but ſuſpe& that the Faith they profeſs is contradicted by 
Gods Word : onthe contrary, they invincibly demonſtrate, that the 
Churchhas been, as the only Depoſitory of Scripture, ſo likewiſe ofthe 
true Sence of it : How comes then that to be evident to you,. which 
F 2 15 
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1s inviſible to them > Which way-went the Spirit of God, from the 
whole Chxrch, to inhabite a debauched inceſinous Fryer, or a ſtigma- 
tized Pichard, upon whole credit doubtleſs you have taken up your 
Evidence? If they could have ſhewed you in Scripture ſach paſlages 
as theſe, The Pope js not the Suprean Biſhop and Viſible Head of the ., 
Church: Bread by Sanfification does not become the Body of Chriſt ; We 
ought not ts confeſs our ſins toPrieits : Purgatory is a meer humane inven- 
tion: Tt is aninjuryto Chriſt to defire Saints, bit none to deſire Sinners, 
20 pray for ns, &c. Such ſayings indeed as theſe might have juſtifyed 
your charge againſt the Chyrch, that ſhe contradifts Scripture. But 
where are ſuch ſayings to be found, except it be m the Feretical 
Writings, of your Reformers 2 On the contrary, ſome Poirts contra- 
dictory to thoſe are found litterally contained in Scripture; and to 
elude them you are foced to have recourle to figurative ſences, and 
the reſt are conveyed to us by theſame Authority,by which we receive 
the Scriptureit ſelf, Yea by the Holy Fathers juſtified as conſonant to 
Scripture: aud however I ſuppoſe you will not ſay, that fence is e- 
quivolent to expreſs contradiftion. The utmoſt that you can ſay 
is, that perhaps-you can produce now and then ſome ſcattered-Texts © 
of Scriptare from which you can, make a ſhew of arguing againſt fome #® 
Terets ofthe Catholic Church ; But what will that avail you, ſince Pro- 
&b:litxCas hath been ſaid)will not ex:uſe you for omitting a neceſlary 
duty of Obedience, and incurring the horible guilt of Schiſm, Where © 
now doyou ſee an eyidence that the Church contradifts Scripture > © 
" Prot. 1 ſhall be better enabled to give a reſolution in this Poirt,, 3 
when, according to- your promiſe, you ſhall have given me an ac- 
count of the neceflary Do@rines of your Church in the points contro-' - © 
verted between Us. | OT # | 
* &. 60. Cath., That Promiſe I will now, with God: aſliſtance,, diſc 
ehatge'through all the-Pairts mentioned by you in the beginning, 
And firſt as touching the two firſt Points, viz. 
_ I. The Churches Authority. 
2. The Popes. Univerſal JuriſdiFion, &c. enough hath been 
Kid in our former diſcourſe. - Yet for your further ſatisfaftion I will 
enlarge my {elf a little more. | Take therefore into-your conſidera- 
tion that it is a Fundamental Truth agreed' on by all. Catholics, Thar 
the only Objets.of Catholic Faith are ſuch Divine Truths as are revealed 
iz Gods Word,and alſo propoſed to all by the Catholic Church to be believed 
by Divine Faith. | | wes Now 
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Now this general Growrd being preſuppoſed, in caſe any Contro- 
verſzes ſhould ariſe touching the ſence of any Divine Truths revealed, 
it is unqueſtionably neceflary that fome Mears ſhould be appointed 
by God to determine ſuch controverſies, and to prevent a diflipation 
of his Church by Hereſres and Schiſzrs. And what other Mear can be 
imagined efficacious hereto then what hath been taught and pradtiſed 
even from the Apoſiles time, and this declared by the Council of 
Trent. That no man truſting to his own prudence (or skill ; ſhall preſume 
to interpret Holy Scripture iz matters of Faith or Manners pertaining to q 
edification of Chriſtian Do#rine, wreſting it to his own ſences, againi# Tj, 
that ſence which our Holy Mother the Church doth, or hath held Cto whone Sf. 4. 
it belongs to judg of the true ſence and interpretation of Holy Scriptures) 
or alſo againit the unanimous conſent of the Fathers ?> 

This ts that which the Romarr Catholic Church teaches concerning 

her Antbority of interpreting controverted Texts of Scripture. No» 
more then this is any Catholic obliged to believe. Now 1 cave it to 
your conſcience whether you can think it a ſufficient Grourrl for you 
to break from her Communion upon this quarrel, becauſe ſhe judges 
more fit that the judgment of the whole Body of Teachers and Gover- 
#ors appoimied by God in her,ſhoutd prevail againſt your ſingle judg- 
ment, or that of a few Apoſtat- Miniſters : Eſpecially conſidering the 
Promiſes made by our Lord to his Apoſtles and their lawful Succeſſors, 
that his Spirit ſhould remain with them and dire them into all Truth, till 


the end of the world, fo as that the gates of Hell (that is,. ſay the Fa- 
thers, Hereſtes Y ſhould never prevail againſt thenr. Þ 15, 
Prot. I fee it is in vain to contradidt this. Mat. 165 


} JÞh. 61. Cath. Let us next proceed to what the Church has determi- 1» 

| ned touching the Priviledges and Amhority of the Prime Paſtor the Bi- 

ſhop of Rome. Thus then weread in the Confe;ſion of Faith collefted by the ,,,, «;; 

Pope himſcifout of the Conncilof Trent, [acknowleds the Holy Catholic and 7. 4. 

Apoſtolic Roman Church to be the Motl er and Miitreſs of all Churches: and Þ 

promeſe true Obedience to the Biſhops of Rome, S:cceſſor of St.Peter Prince of 

the Apoitles,and Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt Here the See Apoſtolic being acknow- 

ledged the Mother and Miibreſs of allChurches,and the PopeVicar of Chriſt, 

his univerſal JuriſdiZion, 3 therein acknowledg2d, which Juriſdiction, 

or Aithority, weare not to ſuppole to be arburary and unlimirted 2 

but (as we read in a Canon of the Comci! of Florence conſented to bY cone. 

the Emperor, Patriark and other Biſhops of Greece) to be exerciſed C12 Fr 

; « T& mw * & Tas Texvlng's, &.c.] after the manncr as is alſd contained i 
ta: 
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the Geſis of Oecumenical Councils and Sacred Canons. And ſuch a Pri- 
macy inveſted with Authority as this the General Council of Chalcedor 
(admitted by Proteſtants) does acknowledg in him: which is alfo at- 
teſted by Tradition, and practice from ms ders ; 

>-5> 4. 62. Now the neceſlity of ſach a ſlanding Authority in Gods 
Church is thus grounded. The abſolutely Supream my +" An- 
thority, againſt which can lye no Appeal, is confeſledly reliding in a 
Iawful General Council, by which all Debates whatſoever may be de- 
termined, all neceſſary Laws enacted, ec. But it being a matter of 
4nfinite difficukty, efpecially ſince the diviſion of the Rowar x7 ang 
to bring together ſo vaſt an Aſembly from all Regions, and yet Unity, 
eſſential to the Church, being always to be preſerved, which cannot 
be done without a ſapereminent Goverment always exiſtent, hence it 
& come to paſs that the ſupream Biſhop and Succeſſor of the Prince of 
#he Apoſtles, has even from the beginning been acknowledged this 
ſupereminent Governor through all the whole Church, to take care 
that the common eſtabliſhed Laws, former Definitions and Deciſrors 
.of the Church be every where obſerved and profeſſed 3 to prevent 
any innovationsin DoFrinez and alſo to end m_—_— among 
Catholics (H any ariſe) at leaſt by filencing contentious Diſputes till 
a General Conncil may further conſider them : by which all Schiſms 
are prevented; and alſo Heyeſtes, that is any DoFrines that are de- 
clared by this ſapream Paſtor contrary to former Church-defin itions 
perpetually cruſhed : and laſtly to judg iz canſis majoribus ; when 
quarrels ariſe among Patriarks, Metropolitans, &c. 

Thus ſtands the cafe ; and now appeal to your own Conſcience, 
whether you can imagine any other Expedient for preſerving a ge- 
neral Peace and Unity in Gods Church : And whether if you were 
appointed, and alſo enabled, to frame ſuch a Church as was neceſ(- 
farily to continue always One Body, Reafon it (af would not diftate . 
the ſame Order to you. Experierce ſhews that all Diviſions both in 
the Weſt and Eaſt are to be aſcribed to mens renouncing Obedience 
to this Commorx Governor. 

$. 63. Prot. Truly Sir, I cannot but acknowledg that to preſerve. 
Order and Peace in fo vaſt a Body as the Church is, there mult of ne- - 
ccſlity be a Government; and if Government then Subordination and 
conſequently an eſtabliſhed Syprear: Governer, And now methinks 


reflefting upon Eccleſraſtical Hiſtory, I ſee clearly that ſuch an order- 
ly 
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iy Government was ſettled in the Church by the Apoſtles themſelves; 
For if, as ſome among us pretend, the ſame FpoiZles had intended 
no Sypereminence of Biſhops above Preſbyters, and no degrees of au- 
thority among Biſhops, it could not poſſibly have happened, that a 


' few unarmed Biſhops, not aflifted by Secular Power, ſhould, ſo im-- 


mediately after the Apoſiles,have ſubdued ſuch a world of Preſbiters, 
formerly ſuppoſed their equals, to their JuriſdiF5or, and no marks: 
be lefc in any antient Writers to ſhew that thoſe Presbyters reſiſted,. 
or ſo much as complained againſt ſuch an »ſurpatior and tyranny. And 
the like may be ſaid tonching the Subordination of ſimple Biſhops to: 
Metropolitans, Primate, Patriarks; and of all theſe to. the Supream: 
Paſtor: Though probably thoſe Titles came znto- the Church in po- 
ſtertour ages. Therefore upon due confideration I cannot deny but 
my averſion to fuch and ſo qualified an Authority of the B:ſhop of. 
Rome, as you ſay 1s moderated by the Churches Decifcon, is very 
much abated. 

Cath. Since therefore you now ſee a way how to. avoid danger- 


from this (to you formerly) Rock of offence, I may, [ ſuppoſe; pro- 


ceed tothe following Points of Cortroverſie touching the Holy, Exe. 
ehariit, ec. | 


4. 64. 3. Ofthe Popes Temporal Authority and Turiſdiion: 


Prot. No, Sir, You go too faſt : For, though I am perfwaded: 
that our firſt Reforxers with all their Rhetoric ſhould nothave drawn: 
me with them out of the Church, upon this Motive of: oppoſing ſuch: 
an Anthority in the Pope.as has been acknowledged by General Conn-- 
cils, and the ordinary Exerciſe of it to be regulated by approved 
Canons, ſince, I fappoſe ſuch Authority regards only Eccleſcaſtical' 
Affairs. Bat your Chureh will not be contented with this : for ſhe: 
will extend it alſo to Temporal matters, even to the diſpoſing. of 
Kinedoms, depofing of Prixces, abſolving SubjeFs from their natural: 
Allegiance expreſly commanded in Holy Scripture, cc. 

Cath, Where do you find that our Charch inveſts the Pope with: 
ſach an Authority ? 

Prot. I cannot diſtinaly tell you that: but of this I am aſlured: 
that the Pope challenges it, and as by Divine Right, 

Cath. How do you ground ſuch an affurance ? you will not ſurely: 
eſteem this to be an irrefragrable Prooſthereoft, becauſe ſome of his: 
Predeceſſors have challeagaT ie, when as for above a. thouſand _ 

ore- 


14 
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before them not any precedent Pope ever pretended to it. 


But let it be ſuppoſed that the preſent Pope did now challenge it : . 


Will you not live in aCommunitz in which the Governor challenges 
more then you will grant to be his due. 

- Prot. No truly: eſpecially if that Authority, to which hepretend- 
ed, endangers the ruine of Kirgdoms, or the utter baniſhment of 
Peace. every where. For ſuch an Authority, Tam fure, was never 
eſtabliſhed on earth by our Savior, who 1s the Prince of Peace. And 
that which makes me aſſured hereof is this, becauſe if Chriſt had 
had ſuch an intention of diſſolving the Frame of all Civil Government 
through the world, he would have left in Scriptare, or Tradition, 
moſt expreſs proofs of ſuch his will, in a matter of that infinite im- 
portance: whereas the quite contrary rather appears. 

Cath. You fay well. But will you run out of the Church in caſe 
a Pope ſhould chance to challenge more then his due, when perhaps 
no obligation lies upon you to ſubmit to ſuch Authority challenged 
by him, or to acknowledg the juſtice of it ? 

Prot. Dare you diſacknowledg this Authority? | 

$. 65. Cath. What I acknowledg or diſacknowledg is not ma- 
terial. But to reQify your miſtake, I will ſincerely acquaint you 
with the whole matter as it ſtands at this day : and thence you may 
colle& what muſt be required from you, in caſe you are a Catholic. 

Prot. You will much oblige me therein. | ; 

Cath. Then, it cannot be denyed that (belides that Temporal 
Power indeed belonging to the Pope within his own Deminions, of 
which he is now the Temporal Soveraign) ſeveral Popes in former 


times have both Challenged, and actually exerciſed an unlimitted 


Temporal JuriſdiFion over other Kingdoms and Empires. Which 
Juriſdifion, 1f it hath not been expreſly acknowledged as juſt, yet 
1t hath been ſometimes ſubmitted to by Kings, either obnoxious and 
unable to reſiſt, or defirous to make uſe of it for their own advan- 
tage againſt Enemies or Rebels. Several examples hereof remain in 
our Records, particularly during the Raigns of King John and Henry 
the third. But generally Princes,when freed from ſuch exigences,have 
reſolutely end ſtoutly reſiſted ſuch pretentions of the Rowan Court. 
If we now deſcend to latter times, and caſt our view on the pre- 
ſent ſtate of Chriftendoxr, we ſhall find Kings and ſtates ſo far from 
admittiug ſuch an exorbitant forrain JuriſdiFion to be exerciſed or 
acknowledged 
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acknowledged within their Dominions, that not any of them will 
permit Reſcripts, Bulls or Mandats from Rome, thuugh regarding 
even Eccleſiaſtical affairs (unleſs touching private inferior perſons) 
to be publiſhed, and much leſs executed within their ſtates, till ex- 
amined and approved in their reſpective Councils. : 
Nay more then this : even the Canons of Reformation preſcribed 
by the General Council of Trent, as far as they are ſuſpeted to en- 
trench upon-the Temporal Power of Princes, have always been refuſed 
to be admitted in Fraxce, the Pope not only knowing, but expreſly 
allowing ſuch refuſal ; as appears by the Bul/ of Pope Clement the 


eight ſent to King Herry the fourth, at his reception into the Church, perron in 
and recited by Cardinal Perrox in his Epiſtles : in which Bul we find 4nba/; 


this Clauſe ; His Majeſty ſhall effeFually take order that the Conncil of 
Trent he publiſhed and admitted in all things, Excepting only (at your 
muſt earnei# Supplication and Petition) thoje things, if there be any ſuch, 
which cannot be put in execution without 4 real diiturbance of public 


n—— 
The King of Spain likewiſe, though believed to be more com- 


plyant with the Court of Roxee, being ſollicited by the Pope to publiſh 
and admit the ſame Council ia his Belgick Provinces, though he wil- :« 


lingly yielded thereto, yet he did it not without this additional "7% 


Clauſe adjoyned, Tonching the Kegalities, Rights, Prerogatives and ,,;.,um 
Preeminences of his Majeſty, his Vaſſals, Eſtates and Subje&s 5 the Lay- Camerac. 


cal Juriſdition hitherto uſed,the Right of Lay-Patronage the Right of No- Hanks _ 


mination, Hearing of cauſes in the poſſeſſory matter of Benefices, Tithes juſ4. 
poſſeſſed or 2A by Seculars, &c. in regard al ſach things his 
Majeſties Intention is, that proceedings ſhall go on as hitherto they have 
done, without changing any thing at all, &c. So neceſlarily ſcrupulous 
are Chriitian Princes to prevent the leaſt dinnnution of their Tems 
poral Rights and Privileages. 

More lately likewiſe when certain Amthors of one Order publiſhed 
ſeveral Treatiſes, in which they endeavoured to exalt to the height 
the Popes JuriſdiFion Univerſal in Temporal affairs, thoſe Books were 
cenſured and condemned by many Catholic Univerſities, and coim- 
mitted to the fire by Public Anthority, the Pope not being ignorant 


| hereof, And moreover (which perhaps is yet more conliderable) 


the Superior General of the ſaid Religions Order, even in Roment (elt, 


publiſhed an Edi# (known to all Chriſtendom) by which he ſtrictly 
G forbaA 


Epift, 
Margarse 
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forbad his SubjeFs, under moſt heavy Cenſures, to maintain ſuch a Temt- 
poral Furiſdittion of the Pope, either in Books, Sermons or Diſputations. 
Now that which makes this ſo ſo'emn a Prohibition of more weight 
ts this, that' whereas the foreſaid Authors earneſtly contended to 
prove that all Chriſtians were o:liggd to believe the Popes Right to 
fach Asthority, as ar Article of our Chriſtian Faith, the ſaid General, 
by publiſhing his Prohibitory Edie, clearly ſhewed that he re. 
nounced the ry of ſuch a Do#rine: For otherwiſe, Who but a1 
Antichriſt would ſo ſeverely under a penalty of Excommunication for« 
bid the teaching or —_— an Article of Faith? And moreover in 
a General Chapter not long after aſſembled, the ſaid Prohibition was 
_— by all Szperiors of the ſame Order, as their own Writers 
teſtifie. h 
' Prot. I muſt needs confeſs that Chriſtian Princes, and SubjeFs too. 
are much beholding to that Worthy Gereral for his prudence and 
zeal to prevent occaſions of tumults and Seditions. Notwithſtand- 
ing it ſcems to me that Prizces are not yet ſecure: for though the 
faid DoFrine ſhonld ceaſe to be efteemed an Articleof Faith,why may 
it not be defendedas an Opinion, at leaſt Speculatively probable ? and 
if ſo, a {lender Probability will have force but too great to raiſe and 
foment Rebel/ions, when diſcontents are multiplied among the 
le. 
IF 4 66. Cath. You are much deceived, Sir. For beſides that you 
may be fure that Prices will never permit their Authority to be ren« 
dred queſtionable, the very pretending ſuch a DeFrine to be only 
Probable, is equivalently to grant that it is »o Authority at all : Since 
every one knows, that a meer probable Title againſt a long eſtabliſh-. 
ed pofſeſſion (ſuch as 1s that of Princes for their Temporal Soveraign- 
ty) 1s in Law and Reaſon accounted no Title: and confequently none 
who have any ſence of Chriſtianity will ever ſeck, with the horrible 
Scandal of Religion to inſtilt ſuch a manifeſtly unjuſt incentive to Re- 
bellion into the minds of Chriſtians. | 
And now, Sir, I beſeech yon-to confider things ferionfly, and 
then jadg with what injuſtice and cruelty our whole Religion and 
Church 1s condemned.as teaching Treaſor and Rebelhon, and this only 
tor a tew private mens Writings, fo generally abhorred by our ſelves. 
Prot. All I can fay hereto 1s, that for as much as concerns my ſelf, 
I will be no longer an accuſer of your Church 1n this matter. _ 
cee 
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ceed therefore if you pleaſe, to the other following Points. 
<I> 4. Of the Real Preſence and Tranſubſtantiation. 

$. 67. Cath. The next Point of Catholic DoZrine, oppoſed by all 
SeFaries, regards the Holy Enchariſt. Their rage againſt the former 
is indeed greater, becauſe intereſt is more concerned in it : but a 
greater advantage for ſeducing the ignorant people they make of 
this, becauſe they permit them to judg of this moſt dreadful Myſtery 
their outward Sexſes, which, Catholics, inftruted by Holy Fa- 
thers, tell them are not to be believed here. 

In the E:chari## the firſt matter of Diſpute, and ground of the 
reſt, is the Catholic DoFrine touching the Real Preſence of our Lords 
Body or the Altar after Conſecration of the Symboale, thus declared 1n 
the Conncil of Trent, I projeſs that in the moſt Holy Sacrament of the Eu- 
chariſt is preſent truly and ſubſtantially the Body and the Blood, together 
with the Soul and Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: And that there is 
made a Converſion of the whole Subitance of the Bread into his Body, 
and of the whole ſubſtance of the Wine into his Blood: Which Converſion 
the Catholic Church calls Tranſubitantiation. 

This Article of our Belief is to us ſolidly eſtabliſhed on the Words 


of In#titution. THIS IS MY BODY : which Words without any 


figurative explication are repeated: alike by three Evangeliſts and 
the ApoiFle Saint Paul: therefore. we believe, following univerſal 


Tradition, that our Lord ſincerely meant as he ſpakez and becauſe 


we believe ſo, we are hated. | 
Prot. But how can you expet that we ſhould aſſent hereto, ſince 


Our Sexſes contraditt it 2 


$. 68. Cath. You cannot ſay however that our Sexſes are de- 
ceived: for in this great Mſtery they have a right perception - of 
their proper Obje&s, to wit, Colour, Extention, Figure, &&c. Net- 
ther I ſuppoſe, will you ſay that the judgment which Reaſor: from 
the Senſes colledts, is always infallible. For if ſo, then (for exam- 


ple) our Saviour whilſt living on earth ſhould have been judged a 


meer Man: And the Azgels, appearing to Lot and his daughters, no 
Angels but meer men: jo ſo would Reaſor, relying on the outward 
Senſes, have judged. 

Prot. in theſe examples Divine Revelation expreſly teaches the 
contrary. | 

Cath. Then if in the preſent caſe you were aſſured by Divine Re- 


G 2 X velation 
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v:lation that God by a ſapernatural Power did on the Priefts conſe 
crating the Symbols __ a real Change of the Outward Elements 
into the Body and Blood of Chrift, you would believe God againſt 
your Senſes. | | 

Prot, I ſhould no doubt. , 

$. 69. Cath. Can you have a greater aſſurance hereof, then the 
expreſs Words of Chr#ſt literally underſtood by the Conſtant Tre- 
dition of all Churches in all ages ? 

Prot. Such an aſſurance truly would to me be ſufficient. 


—>-= Cath. Then, ſince we are not met here to mannage a formal Diſ- 


pate, give me leave to- defire you ſeriouſly to peruſe what has paſſed 
very lately in Writings on this Argument between Morſreur Arnanld 
a Dofor of Sorbox, and the moſt ſubtle of the Huguenot Miniſters 
called Monſrexr Claude. There, beſides Teſtimonies of Avutiquit 

you will find our Catholic Do&rine acknowledged by the Prime Be 
ſhops of Greece, Myſcovy, Armenia, and many other Oriental Sed, 
who by their Attreftations, ſubſcribed with their Names before W:t- 
zeſſes, have profeiled that the DoQrrine touching the Rea! Preſence 
and Charge of the Viſtble Elements into the very Body and Blood of 
Cbriit, is the conſtant Dodrine of all their reſpeftive Congregations, 
_ Noe it has been ſo delivered to them by their Arceſtors from 

e beginning. 

' Prot. Truly Sir, if this = to me, I ſhall not trouble my felF 
with Doubts or ObjeCtions from School Philoſophy 5 nor examine the 
[w%;)] How ſuch a change its made : which Examination hath been 
long ſince condemned by St. Cyrillof Alexandria, but humbly fab- 
mit my judgment and affent to what God has revealed, as I do alſo 
m the Myſteries of the Bleſſed Trinity, the Incarnation, &rc. For in- 
deed I find that the Do@r7ne touching the Holy Excharift has from the 
beginning, been delivered as a Myſtery alſo: mcomprehenfible by na- 
toral Reaſorr. 


> 4. 70. Cath. You may add hereto, that even the Celvinii#s them- 


elves, though the moſt perverſe Enemies to this Myi#ery, yet afford 
4 conliderable Proof of it againft themſclves. :; For ſeeing clearly the 
Tradition touching the Real Preſence (o fully atteſted in the Writings 
of the Holy Fathers and in Ancient Councils, they, even when they 
endeavour with moſt eagerneſs to oppoſe it, oppoſe it in language 
caunterteiting that of Artignitzzſo aſhamed are they to.renounce both 
V4 | . | the 
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P the ſenſe and expreſſions too, of the Primitive Church. This may 


be obſerved not only in the Polemical Writings of Meſtrezat, Anbertin | 
and others of their Champions, but even in their Catechiſm and ſim- 


ple Confe/ſror of their Faith. For, there weread 3 That 9 Seviouy Ce 
xouriſher and quickensn#with the ſubſtante of his Body and Blood, That ae toy : 


he is given us in the Sacrament according to his proper Subſtance, And Ar 
that, _ be be truly- communicated to us bob | 4 fravces 


Goſpel 3 Tet that is only in part, and not entirely ({o that it ſeems, in 53. 


the Exchariſt they receive him whole and ewtirely.) Moreover, that Þ 5* 
the Body of the Lord Feſns, in as mnch as 58 hath been once offered int 1vid. 


Sacrifice to reconcile ns to God, it is now'(in the Euchariſt) givers us 
to retFify ns that we have part in that. reconciliation, 

<, 71. And as for Englifh ProtefJeav; the time was within mans 
rREorY, _ oo = het rar pg X (without Hes 
guenotical hypocriſy) delivered their Belief of this Myſtery iti - 
ons very Cathohe ;; but his Majeſties learned and wiſe Gra»d- Fether 


, giving the world an account of the Faith of that Church-of which 


, 


he was the” Head, delivers it. thus, We acknowledge! « Preſence (of 


Chriſt mr the' Sacrament '#o loſF true, rhe jor (Romer Catholics?) Eryi,. 
' but we dare ot determine #he manner of #4. Neither truly dare' We Percoa. 


Catholics, Thus learned Proteſtants wrote and ſpoke before this 
laſt, worſe then- Zuinglion: Reformation and new Rubrick: finee 
which time the Engh Chureh has permitred alt Fnmrical (attaries to 
make her a brocher of Mi theqy'frennies; and2 jultificr of DvFrines / 
which devour her very Vitxh,0 oo A I PPPZRCTE ROD PG. 
Fu my Enongh of ths, 'Sir; Be pteaſed now to-proceed tothe next 

int. | | | 

=> g, Of Adoration of Chriit inthe Holy Excharifs: 

(2 F Bona nexr' controverted Doarme, —_ $ the: Ado ' 


ration of Chriſt i»r the- Holy Sacrament: 'Coneertmg which the fix of 
the Churches Faith 1s comprized in this her Decifion ; — ſhalt councit. 


Jo, that Chriſt the only begotten Son of God onght not to- be adored in the Trid- 
0 


ly Sacrament: of the Euchariſt with the Suprean Worſhip (Latria) even 17 


external — And that” his fedorers are Idolaters, let bins be Auathemea. 
Now the Dodrine touching the Real Preſence, being/ once eſta- 
bliſhed, will ſifficiemly juſtify this: for certainly it is not oaly law- 
fil, but our Duty to adore Chriſt whereever he ts truly preſent. An4 
conſequently this PraFice of Adoring our Lord in his Sachramaent isby 
oh the 
k 


Baptiſm and the m—_— 


50 Bur, Why are you a Proteſtant ? 
the ſame Univerſal Tradition delivered, and ordained in all P»blic 


Litargies, both of the Grecian and other Oriental Churches. ; 
> 4. 73: Bur the great, and too willing miſtake of our Adverſaries | 
Is, that they impute 'to us the Adoration of the Viſible Elements : | 

Whereas the proper Objed of our Worſhip is. not any Viſible. thing, 

Nay, wedo not terminate our Worſhip perciſcly Ki the Body of Chriſt 

which we beleive inviſibly preſent : The proper Obje# of our worſhip 

is the Perſon of Chriſt God and Mar veiled under the Viſibls Elements, 

So that incaſe it ſhould happen-through ſome incapacity in the Mini- 

- Ner, or defe& in-the manner or matter, that the Elements ſhould not 
be eftectually conſecrated, and yet we, (beleiving Chriſt Body to be 

Sacramentally preſent, )ſhould ſo worſhip him, in this indeed would 

be a circumſtantial; miſtake; but here would: be no Tdolatry, nor in- 

deed any fault in-us, the: Erroyr being ſuppoſed undiſcoverable by 
us.. The reaſdn is, becauſe the Belief of the Preſence of Chriits Body is 
truly grounded on Divine Revelation 3 and not a fond fancy ſuch as 
was that ofthe Maricheans worſbiping Chriſt as peculiarly preſent in 

the Sz, or of the Rome conceiving God to be peculiarly preſent . 

in the Calves at Bethel.” And to this you may ſee Daife yeilding his 

conſent, in his pology for the Reformed Churches,the eleventh Chap- 

« 06) of | | 
It is obſervable with what ſtrange and unreaſonable partiality the 
Caluiniſts treat Cathohes in this Point : They give their judgment that 
there is no dangerous: Venome in the Nprine of the Lutherans touchy. 
ing this matter,and therefore have Syrodically granted them admiſltog 
to their Cexe which the Latherans (corn. Now the Lutherans profeſs the 
Real Preſence of Chriſts Body together with the Bread:and ſome of them 
acknowledg Adoration due to Fim there.So that to a Calviniits conſci- 
ence the fame,or a worſe DoFrine held by a SeFary looſes allits poyſon: 
it is only dangerous to believe what the Church teaches.Yea thoſe very 
Calviniits acknowledg alſo, that if Chris? be in ſuch a ſpecial manner * 
really preſent, Adoration would be due to him. Some Lutherans de- 
ny this. But whether they affirm or deny any thing, upon condition 
=_ will ſtay out of Gods Church, they ſhall be welcome Brethrez to 

alviniſts. | 

Pt Truly ſuch a diſ-ingenuous want of Honeſty and ſuch intere& 
ſed Compliance is very juſtly to be condemaed. You may now pro- 


ceed. 4 
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But, Why are you a Proteſtant? (x 
> 6. Of the Sacrifice and Oblation of Chriſts Body on the Altar. 

&. 74. Cath. The next Point, with regard to the Holy Enchariſf, 
quarrelled at by Proteſtants, is our Do@rine touching the Sacrifice of 
Chriits Body on the Altar concerning which the ſumm of the Churches : 
Deciſion is as followeth : 1 profeſs that in the Maſ is offered to God a 1776 
true,proper and propitiatory Sacrifice for the Living and the dead.By which Concit, 
Sacrifice that bloady Sacrifice performed once on the Crofs is repreſented,and I'id. , 


le, 2%. 


the memory of it remains till the end of the world : ——_—_ vertie thereof ©_ ,. 
is alſo applyed for the remiſion of thoſe ſins which are dayly commited by ns. 

All Catholies receive this Decifion, as it lyes : As for School-ween, 
they accordingto their cuſtom, raiſe a world of unneceſſary Diſputes 
which are no where ſo multiplyed as on this 7zcomprehenſible Myſtery of 
the Holy Enchariſt. But as many of their Q»eſtions ſcem no way neceſ- 
ſary, ſono Catholics are obliged to their Deciſcons. 

$. 75. Proteſtants fet themſelves againſt this Sacrifice, uporr a meer 
miſtake of the Terzs, which they will needs athrm toimply an Im- _ , 
molation : and thereupon argue, that the Romwax Church manifeſtly 35,” * 
contradids the Authour of the Epiſtle tothe Hebrews who affirms that 5. 28. 
Chriſt hath now once in theend of the world appeared to put away ſas by the 
Sacrifice ofhimſelf. And that he was once offened to bear the ſms of many: 
and thence concludes the abſolute Perfeion of that ove Sacrifice of 
Chriſt once offered, which did not need be repeated, as the Legal 
Sacrifices did. | 


S>But this pretended CortradiFion will quickly vaniſh, if we con-- 
id 


er that though the Sacrifices made by Chriſt did accompliſh all ſorts: 
of Sacrifices and Oblations m the Zaw, yet the forementioned Divine 
Authour 11 a ſpecial manner compares it to that great Anniverſary Sa- 
crifice of general Propitiation, 1n which after the killing of the beaſt; 
the High Prieſt alone,and only once every year,carryed the Blood into» 
the Holy of Holies, and there ſprinkled it before God. In like manner 
did our Saviowr after his bloody Sacrifice on: the Croſs,afcending into ,, _.. 
Heaven by his own blood entered into the moſt Holy place, having 6b= = 
tained eternal redemption for us. 

Now theſe two As of Prieſthood are by his commulion in a forr, 
repeated by his Servants whom he hath ordained Przeſts in his Church, 
and who according to Saint Arenſtine's expreiſion are| proprii;ſimte Sa- 
cerdotes | in a moſt proper Sence Sacrificing Prieſts, For anſwerably to 
the 4A&s of Immolation,. their Sacrifice on the Altgr 13 only Repreſer 
tati ug 
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tativeand Commemorative, and expreſſed by Seperating the Body from 
the Blood, Yetſo, that it is not barely a rh ofChritf; death, or on 
alone would not be ſufficient toentitle it a Sacrifice 3 but it alſo con- 
tainsthe ViZize whoſe death is repreſented. And again with regard 
to __ offering and preſenting to his Father his crncified Body in the 
moſt Hoſy place, or Higheſt Heaven, his Prieſts truly and properly pre- 
ſent and Offer to. Almighty God the ſame Body and Blood really preſent 
on the Holy Altar,as a Propitiation for the Living and the Dead. Which 
Propitiation 1s not at al! injurious to that Propitiation and Eternal Re- 
demption purchaſed for us by our Saviour, fince 1t receives all its virtue 
from his bloody Sacrifice, being inſtituted for an Application of the ſaid 
Redemption. For thus alſo in an inferiour degree the ſame Propitiati- 
01 13 applyed to us by other Sacraments, as Baptiſm, Pennance, and 
Abſolution, and Extream Union, yea alſo by the Ford preached,c+c. 
And thus mucheven the French Calvinifts do acknowledge in their 
Cene, as hath been ſhewed. Now I deſire you to judge what pre- 
zudice can come by the various applications of Chriſts Merits. 
Prot. There ſeems to me now no ſuch great difficulty in admitting 
a Relative Sacrifice, and a proper Qblation. Therefore you need not 
enlarge this Pojnt any further. | | 
Ny J> 7. Of Communion under One Species. 
' &. 76. Cath. The laſt Subje& of Proteſtants quarrels againſt the 
Church, with relation to the Holy Exchariſt, is bs Ordaining to the 
Laity, Commnnionunder one Species only. | | 
<> Now its acknowledged that,as our Saviaxy inſtituted this Sacrament 
in both Species, ſofor many ages together, it was, in public Commu- 
nions, received accordingly : I ſay, in Public Communions: for in 
other private occaſions; as in Sickreſr, at Sea, and generally among 
the devout Inhabitants of Deſarts, 1t was otherwiſe : yet theſe, re- 
ceiving in Ore Species only, did not efteem themſcives deprived of any | 
vertue p=rtaining to the integrity of the Sacrament : And the reaſon 
1s, becauſe they generally believed (as the Church hasnow declared) 
that it is moſt true, that as muchs contained in each Species, as under 
both : for whole and entire Chriſt exiſt under the Species of Bread, 
and under every. particle of that Specitx.: in like manner whole Chriſt 
vo:s exiſt under the Species of Wine,and under its parts (when ſeparated) 
Upon this ground the Church without intending the leaſt prejudice to 
her Children, has thought-fit, for avoiding many inconveniences and 
| WTEVErences 
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But, Why are you « Proteſtant 2 33 
ifreverencies which did frequently occur by the negligence and con- 
faſion of ſuch vaſt multitudes of Communicarts receiving the Blood 
alſo, that all, excepting the Prieft who celebrated, ſhould content 
themſelvesin Public Communionr, as fromthe beginning Chriſtians did 
in Private, with our Lords Body only under the Species of Bread, 


which 13not obnoxious to thelike inconveniencies, conſidering that - 


hereby they ſhould not belooſers ofany part of the Bleſſing. 

$* 77. Thisregards the Holy Encheriſt conſidered. as a Sacrament. 
But as it 1s a _ boththe Species are neceſlary tothe conſtitution 
of it, it being ordained to repreſent the Death of Chriſt by ſhedding 
his Blood : Whichrepreſentation'is made by Conſecreating and offer- 
inz both the Body and Blood ſeparatly. | 

Mattersſtanding thus, it concerns you much to conſider whether 
this be a juſt cauſe of your Speration from the Catholic Churchin which 
you __ have been partaker truly and really of the precious Body 
of Chrift: whereas in Congregations divided from her, you, inſtead 
of the Body and Blood of our Saviour, muſt content your (elf with a 
morſel of meer bread and a ſup of wine. 

Prot. Iwill, by Gods affiſtance, think ſeriouſly on this. Inthe mean 
time you may proceed to the following Points. 

> 8. Of Sacramental Confeſſron, Pennance and. Satisfaion. 

$. 78. Cath.The next Catholic DeFrine ſeverely cenſured by you.,as 
an invention of the Clergys ambitien,is theObligation impoſed by the Ca- 
tholic Church ox her ſbjeth to Confeſs their Mortal ſins, and to ſubmit to 
ſatisfaFions for them ;, according to this Canon, Whoſoever ſhall deny Sa- 
cramental Confejſion to have been inſtituted by Divine Law,or to be neceſ- 
ary to Salvation: or ſhall affirm that the manner of Confe|ſon ſecretly to the 
Prieſt alone (which the Catholic Church from the beginning hath allwayt 
and ſtill doth obſerve) is diſagreeing from the inſtitution and command of 
Chriſt, and that it is a humane invention ; Let him be Anathema. 

This Duty of Confeſſion of ſens (ces by this Caror: referred to that 
Commiſſionand Privilege given by our Seviour to his Apoſiles and their 
Suceeſſours Whoſe ſoever-ſins ye remit, they are n= ww, 


whoſe ſoever ſins F0ob.22. 
ge retain they are retained, As likewiſe to the Precept to Saint James,Cor- 23: 
feſs your ſins one to another: Which Texts have beenalwayes interpreted 13, 
by the Holy Fathers inthe ſame ſenſe. The univerſal PraFicelikewiſe Jon. 5. | 

of the Jewiſh Synagogue conformable hereto adds a conſiderable *** 

weight to induce us to a PTL it is by Divine —_ 

or 
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For how can it be imagined that by any humane invention a Dyty ſo 
burthenfom to fleſh and blood, and to our Natural Pride, could have 
been introduced generally into the Church, without ſparing the aw- 
full Majeſty of Kings and Modeſty of Queens, by an unarmed Eccleſraſ- 
tical Power, the Popehimlelf alſo owing ſach Submiſſion toa ſimple 


Prieft. 


=> h. 79. The ron of the neceflity of this Sacrarrent is, becauſe 


thoſe who by Baptiſae having ſubmitted themſelves to the Churches 
Authority, afterwards do violate the Laws of the Goſpel, ought to un- 
dergo the judgment of the ſame Church in the Tribunal of Penance, 
where ſhe exerciſes the Power given her of remitting and retaining ſins. 
Now ſuch judgment is eſteemed as given by Feſ#s Chriſt himſelf, by 
whom and in whofe place his Prieſts are appointed Judges. It is this 
inviſible High Prieſt who after Confeſſeon, Sorrow and SatisfaFion in- 
teriourly abſolves the Pexitert, whilſt the Prieſt, exerciſes the exteri- 
our Mzniſtery, as a Subordinate Fudge, without whoſe concurrence 
Sins _ _— —— © after Confiſſons, th > 

$. 80. AsforSatisfaFions impoſed after Confe/ſroms, they, according 
tothe Chnrches jw ry —_ only Temporal Pons Ie. to our 
Sins 3 She does not teach that we can fatisfie God for the guilt even 


. of Venial Sins; or for Eternal Pains. Moreover ſhe declares, that 


theſe SatisfaFions are utcepted of God through the Merits of Chriſt : and 
that they dons way obſenre the benefit of Chriſts death, For Chriſt by his 


-death hasſo: fatisfied for bur fins, that 'it is Gods pleafhre his ſatis- 


fation ſhould not prodace its full effefts, till it be by us particularly 
applyed in theufe of his Szorements and works worthy of Perce - 
20 which Works his Merits being linked, and not otherwiſe, ourSatis- 
Ja&ions will be accepted:by him, through his pare Grace and Mercy. 

\ The Z»therars, 'whofeemſo only to rely oh Chriſty Peſſror for the 
remiſſion of their Sms, doubt not yet-to profels that a previous Frith 
k neceſflary thereto, for ſuch'as are oome to the age of diſcretion, and 
Baptiſm: for Infants. The difference then between us is, that they 


"pretend to be juſtified by a Dead Faith, and we by a Living. Now 
-therefore adviſewithyour ſelf whether you would forfake GodsChnrch 
rather then ſubmit yourſelf ro a Dity, without which'that eminent 
- Privitedge given by our Lord to his Miniſters for the general good of 


bis people, of remitting Sins, becomes vain and of no effed. 
Prot, 1 will ſeriquſly'think on'this : and now expe@ what you will 


-fay concerning the other Articles. | 9. Of 
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| I> 9. Of Idulgences, 
$. 81. Cath. I will, if you think good, in the next place treat of 
the Point touching Irdulgences, by reaſon of its affinity to the former. 
- Prot. I leave the Method to your own choice. 
Cath.Concerning Ind»lgences then the Church hath thus delivered her 


ſenſe : Since the Power of giving Indulgences hath been — wy on the Gone: 
Church by Jeſus Chriſt, and that She hath made uſe of this Power, divine- Sell. 2;. 


ly left her, from antient times : the Holy Synod teaches and commends the 
aſe of Indulgences, as ag mg es to all Chriſtin people, and- approved 
by the Authority of other Holy Synodsand that they ought to be retained in: 
the Church : And denounceth Anathema againſt thoſe who aſſert that they 
are unprofitable ; or deny that there is « Power of giving them in the 
Church. Notwithſtanding the Synod admoniſhes that the granting ofthem 
be done with great moderation, according ts the ancient and approved Cu- 
tome of the Church ; # fear leaſt by two great a remiſneſs Pecleſaſtica 
Diſcipline be weakned. 

Thus we are taught by the Church. And certain it is that there is 
- not any Point of Catholic Faith which, taken fimply according to the 
Churches own expreſſion, is more evident, as to the Trth of it, and 
leſs offenſive, as to thexſe, then is this touching Indulgences. Yet af- 
ter all, there is not any one Point ſoembroyled by Cortrovertiſts diſ- 
puting for and againft Jeferences and Interpretations made by ſeveral 
Schoolmen, which have occaſioned moſt horrible Scandals by abuſes 
committed in PraZiſe : This having been the firſt occaſion of Luther 
revolting and Schiſme. 
$. 82, Now foraſinuch as regards the proper, neceſſary ſence of 


this Carer, thoſe very Schooler who advancethe virtue of Indulgences ,,,,... 
much beyond what will be allowed by many very learned Catholics, riſjuct. 


yet do acknowledge that the Chyrch by her Deciſion obliges usto be- 
lieveas of Faith only this, viz. That only ſuch a Power of conferring In- 
' dulgences has been: left by our Lord to his Church as from ancient times has 
 beenpraFiſed and approved by former Synods, intending thoſe that are u- 
ſually cited to that purpoſe, as the firſt of Nicea, Can. 11. of Neoceſare 
- Can. 3. of Laodicea, Can. 1. and 2. the Fourth of Carthage, Cap. 75. 
and of Aedes, Can. 6. in all which Syzods we only find this, that 
it was always lawful and uſial for Biſhops to remit to their 
Peritents ſome part of thoſe Canomical Penances which were inflicted 
for-certain crimes, in caſe the life and landable converſation of the 

| H 2 Peniteuf 


| 


, 
| 
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Penitent did ſeem to deſerve ſo great: a favour ; or if by ſuch idyl- 
gence they thought requiſite to encpurage weaker Chriſtians in times 
of Perſecution to ſuffer for the Faith. 


> Hence appears that whatſoever beyond this we read in the Catholic 


Writers,as thouching the remiſſion 0 pane due to.Sin in the judg- 
ment of God, or after death in Pareatory, or touching certain clauſes 
in the BuYsof ſome Popes 3 or touching the Churches Treaſure confiſt- 
ing of the Merit of Chriſt alone, ' as ſome, or of the Merits of Saints 
zoyncd to.thole of Chrif?, . as others conceive, &c. not any of theſe 
areneceſſary Points of Catholic Faith. 

Thus in cfte& the Catholic Church requires no more to be affented 
to, but what is taught and praQtiſed by every Congregation of Chriſ- 
tians napon Earth, All SefFs, even Faratics and Quakers, denounce 
Cenſares againſt Delinquents. Muſt all thoſe Cexſwres alwayes have 
their full effe& ? Is no mercy to be extended to humble, contrite Pe- 
zitents ? Shall nodifference be made between Sinners converted,and 
thoſe that are remor([leſs? This is contrary to humane Nature and 
the practiſe of all mankind. Therefore ſyrely your would not: for- 
re the Catholic Church for allowing that which all Chriſtians eſteem 
neceſjary. | 

&. 35. Prot. If this were all that the Roman Church teaches con- 
cerning 1:dulgences, they are much to blame who condemn her. But 
the general PraGiſe therem contradits you. Do we not ſee-the vir- 
tue of Irdulgences extended to the other world? Do wenot ſee in 
the tenor of promulgated Plenary Indulgences -all Sinners promiſed 
Remiſfion, and Heaven too for a few Prayers recited, for viliting a 
certain number of Churches, or disburfing a ſmall ſum; of Money? 
Quid ergo werba audio, cum faita yideaus £ | [ ef-j7 


=D Cath. All that you alledg being. confefled, what prejudice can 


that bring to you or me? I told you that ſeveral School-wen 1n their 
Specrlations do. attribute more to Indwgences then the Church gives 
them- warrant for? and this they themſelves acknowledg. $9 it 
fares mn all Reliezons, that Opinions do in number far exceed Articles 
of Faith. No wonder therefore it Popes do enlarge their Graces ac- 
cording to the meaſure of Opinions, not condemned. And who 
juſtly blame them, {ance they themſelves reap no profit by -all the 


 Alms given? Indeed in the former Ages great Scandal was given by 


the avarice af ſuch as publiſhed Izdvlgences, and colleted the chart- 
table 


' 


- gain; fome reward they will reap from performing the good aCti- 


I in Int III nm 
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table Alms of devont people. Of which Scaydi2 mme Church taking 

notice, ntterly aboliſhed that Office, and commanded Biſhops in ſuch cc- Ga v - p 

cafrons to aſſume fron among the Canons of their 'reſpetfive Churches to 11, ge © 

be Colkfors of Alms, withal ſtrifly forbidding theme to accept any re- Reforn.. 

ward at all for their labour. | | | ak 
D &. 84. Matters ſtanding thus, what harm flows to any by Þdut- 

gences ſo publiſhed? Though perhaps not one nx himdred gains the 


full vertue of ſuch Þrdulgences, yer ſomething: they* do. certainly 


ons enjoyned, -which-probably would otherwiſe never have- been 
done by many. However, they looſe nothing at al They are 
tanght, not to expect remiſſion of unrepented fins, or togain Heaven 
by an Irdvlgerce t for none are capable of the fruit thereof, but ſach 
as have with Cortri#ion confdked their firs : attd received abſolntion, 
and conſequently are in the ſtate of Grace, bnt yet remain obnoxious. 
to temporal ptiniſhments, from which an [ndalgeree, duely made: 
uſe of, dorh free them POUILI AV | | 
$. 85. One incommedity indeed may juſtly be-apprehended by 
a too profiiſe and- frequent 'conceſſion of T#d#hences, which is the 
enervating of Eceleſraſtical Diſcipline: to prevent which the Church (as | 
E ſaid mm the'entrance into this Point) exprefly and earneſtly adm. Did: fs | 
-#iſhes that the'granting of them may be done with great © moderation ac- **' 
cording to tht antient-and qiened Cuitomr of tBOChtreh.. 

. Now If all this care 'will riot yet ſatisfy you” however ftrely 'yowr 
'will havens excuſe for leaving the Chyrch upon this account, becauſe 
though there benever ſo many miſtakes or abuſes in the ordinary: 
teach of Private DoFors, and common. prattice about, Iy2tgences, 
you will not need to-concern-your ſelf arty of thenti;z fince if you 
think fit, you may keep'your money it Fotiy parſe, perform Four 
Devotions m your private Cloſet, endeavour to falfit all Canonical” 
Penances which have been, or, by the ntmoſt'rigor of Pecleſeai7ical 
Diſcipline, ought 'to have beer impoſed on yort for-all your fits, ard 
{0 freely abſtatt> all your hfe, tune trom* makihg aſe of an 7:did-. 
"gence, eh a | | | 
: Prot. Enongh hath been ſaid on this ſubje& : proceed, if yan. 
think fit, to the next. | 

10. Of Joſtification, and Merit of Good Works.. | 
$. 36, Cath, After the diſcourſing of Corfeſſres, Penance,and Didcl-. 


£e7cE- 
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gence it will be ſeaſonable and proper to treat of the Fruit ariſing 
from, or by occaſion of them, which is the Merit of Good Works and 
Juſtification. There is ſcarce any Point of Catholic Do@rine from 
which Proteſtants have ſought greater advantage to multiply fooliſh 
Books and fenceleſsSerwors.then this touching | a ron and oft it 
falls out that their zealous IrveFives againl(t the Church are then moſt 
loudand bitter,whenexplaining themſelves,they preſently agree with 
the Churches ſenſe. Of this, as ſoon as I have ſincerely, acquainted you 
with our Catholic DoF&rine, 1am content you ſhould be the Judg, 
Dy. 87. Firſt then, it is acknowledged that the Church teaches, 
Council That zvert are juſtified (indeed) by the imputation of Chriſts Juſtice, and 
Sels. 6. by Remiſſron of their ſas, but not by theſe only, ſo as to exclude Grace and 
an. 11. Charity ſhed abroad in their hearts by the Holy GhoFt ; that is in effect, 
That God does not juſtify nor remit fins to perſons while they per- 
liſt in their (ins and in a hatred of him. Again the Church, making 
Ib. can, fe of the ordinary expreſſion of the Holy Fathers, teaches, Thet- 
3H perſon juſtified truly merits eternal Life by his good Warks,. aL, 
. - Now this word 'Merit (the word, 'I ſay, but qot the true ſenſe 
of it when they will permit us to explain it) is very offenfive to Pro- 
teſtants. Br yen having obliged your ſelf to avoid partiality, will 
judg of the Churches ſenſe by what ſhe further adds for explication 
of this Pozxt;. and for clearing her ſelf from the  imputation of en- 
couraging men.to. Borify themſelves, and to. truſt-in their own a- 
biliries fox pi ing-remiffion of ſins and ſalvation. ' . - 
Ib. c. 9.> $. 97. Thus then ſhe further teaches, '#t is neceſſary to believe that 
ſons neither are, nor ever have been remitted, but by Divine Mercy free- 
Ib. c. 8. Iy extended tg #s,; for (the merits of) Jeſus Chriſt. Again, We are ſaid 
.to be juſtified freely becauſe. not any of theſe things which precede our Ju 
Jification, ther Faith-or Works, can-meritthat Grace. In the third 
Ib. c. 16, place, -Eterndl life ought to be propoſed to the Children of God, both ss 
tia, A free Grace mercifully promiſed to- them through Jeſus Chriſt 5, and alſo 
* «& 4s 4 Recompence which is. faithfully rendred to their Good Works and 
 Merits,by wertue of that Prowiſe- Fourthly although in. Holy Scriptures 
Jo much is attributed to Good Works, that Jeſus Chriſt himſelf promeiſes 
tht a Cup of cold water given'to the poor ſhall not fail of « Reward, and 
that the Apoſtle teſtifies that our light and _— tribulation worketh 
fr 1s a far more exceeding, eternal weight of elory+, Tet God forbid that a 
Chriſtian ſhould either truſt. or glory in himſelf,- and not in the arte: 
whoſe 
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whoſe Goodneſs towards all men is ſo great that he is pleaſed, that the 
Free Gifts beſtowed by him on them ſhould be their Merits. 1 will add 


only one paſſage more, out of a great heap, tothe like effet. We, 
who of our ſelves, as of our ſelves, cnn do pew by onr Lords coopera- 


tion, who gives us ſirength, can do all things : Thus mais hath nothing cp. s. 


in himſelf for which he can glory, but all our glorying is in Chriſt, in 
whom we lrve,in whom we merit, in who we ſatisfy,bringing forth fruits, 
worthy of Repentancc, which fruits take their vertue from him,are offered 
to the Father by him, and accepted of the Father for him. 


. Thus are we inſtrufted by the Church in the Council of Trent and © 3 


moreover in the Carer of the Holy Maſe we are tanght thus to pray. 
Mercifully vouchſafe, O God, to admit ws into the Society of thy Apoſtles 
and Martyrs, not weighing our Merits, but pardoning our offences 
through Jeſus Chriſt. | Fl 

$. 89. Can you now ſay, Sir, that the Roman Church teacheth 
her Children to glorifie themſelves, and to rely upon their own Me- 
rits, or indeed to eſteem their Merits to. be their own? ſhe muſt 
cancel the whole Scriptxre if ſhe would affirm that without a good life 
and Holineſs we may ſee God: Or if ſhe would affirm that God has 
not obliged hunſelf by a world of Promiſes. ro reward our Good 
Works with Happineſs infinitely exceeding the value of them. 

But withal to preſerve in our hearts that moſt eſſential virtue of 
our Chriſtian Profeſſor, Humility, She further inſtrud#s us, that our 
Works as Merits, are the pure free Gifts of God and effeRs of his 
meer Grace, which alone affords them. all their value : That they are 
accepted and rewarded by God, only for the Merits of Jeſws Chriſt. 
Yea further, that our Natural Corruption ſtill remaining, and ming- 
ling it (elf in our beſt aftions,. we can have no aflurance that they 
are indeed ſuch as Gad has /protniſed to reward: And however, 
that though we now ftand;yet we have no aflurance that weſhall not 
fall. In a word the whole Subſtance of her Da@rize touching the 

reſent Subje& direQs us to work out our Salvation with fear and-trem- 
Ning : and when; we have done. all we can, to acknowlodg dur ſelves it- 
profitable Servauty, having only-done our duty (if -we have"indeed 
done that) and conſequently-1f-God.do reward us, ﬆ to be aſcnb- 
ed to his own free Goodneſs agd Grace, in-which alone we'place our 

truſt, and not at all in our own imperfect Merits. + 
$. 90. And now, Sir, jug whether the Rowan Church teaching 
; tacks 
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theſe DoTrines can with any ſhew be accuſed or ſaſpeted to have 
a defign to nouriſh Spiritual Pride in her Children 5 and whether 
the firſt contrivers of Schiſ#e had reaſon to publiſh to the world, as 
the principal ground of their rupture, this Article of Juſtification and 
Good Horks z and-1n\oppobtion to her, to make the people believe 
that the Faith by which they are to be juſtified muſt be a ſtrong re- 
ſolute Fancy, of ther E/eFion, and an afluraticeof their Salvation; 
2, that a holy life hasno influence therein z y&a that Good Works do r4- 
ther harm then good; and laſtly, that this monſtrous kind of zew j7- 
vented Faith once had, can never be loſt again, nor their right to 
heaven prejudiced by never ſo many,or never ſo heynous crimes. A- 
mong them there is no. working our Salvation with fear and trembling. 
Aſſurance of Salvation in them annihilates the great Chriſtian ver- 
. tue of Hope. This in the midſt of a world: of Sins they will be aſ- 
fared of Salvation, to which Aſfurance Catholics dare not pretend 
in the midſt of all their Mortifications, Humiliations, and afliduous 
Devotions. Since therefore, Sir. you are ſo afraid of Pride, as in- 
deed we have all reaſon to be, be you the ſug which of theſe Par- 
ties affords you beſt meansto avoid it,and ſo, beſt deſerves your choice. 
Prot. AMhort conſideration will ſerve the turn for that purpoſe, 
Be pleaſed to proceed. | 
| <I> 11. Of Invcation of Saints. 
$. 91. The next Point cenſured by you is the Churches DoFrine 
© touching Invocation 'of Suits: + thus expreſſed in the Connceil of Trent, 
Condit. It i» good and profitable to call upon the Stints, and to have recourſe to 
Sil, z5. their prayers, aid and alſiftance, whereby to obtain from God many benefits 
by the Merits of his Sox Jeſus Chriſt, who is our Redeemer and Saviour. 
ſn this Poirt T ſhall briefly offer to.you / theſe confiderations ; r. 
That it is 4 general Tradition of Gods'Church from the begining, and 
not contradifted by. ſober Proteſtants, that glorified Szints do in- 
ceſfantly Pray for the Militant Church on earth. 2. It is unqueſtion- 
able that we may deſire to receive benefit in particular by ſach their 
Prayers.3.That it contradifts all reaſon and modeſty in our Adverſaries 
to charge the addreſling our Pcti#39x7 exthem for that purpoſe with 
the horrible crime of 1dolatry, fince we do no otherwil beg the Jr- 
terceſſion of Sgints, then we dothat of our finful Brethren alive, acs 
knowledging God alone to be the Author and fountain of all good. 
$. 92, Heaceit follows that the worſt title that malice it ſelf * can 


with 
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with any ſhew of reafon affix to this our Pratice is, that it may be 
eſteemed ſuperfluous, in caſe it can be demonſtrated, that Saints at 
ſuch a diſtance cannot hear nor know our Requeſts in particular. 
Yet neither would this enervate the Churches Do&rine or Prattice 
which by eminent Divines is proved to be laudable and profitable, © i= 
though they did not always hear us: neither indeed has the Church 
any where determined her Belicf, that they do ſo. But /eftly, if it 
be the Church her ſelf, and not ſome private Catholic Friters, that 
you would queſtion about this Subjet ; obſerve , that in her 
public Litzrgy and Maſs, celebrated on all the Feaſts of Saints, ſhe 
continually addreſſes her Petitions direQly to God alone, defirin 
him to grant us ſach ſpecial Blelmgs by the Irterceſſzon of ſuch an 
ſuch Sazzts. Now it cannot be doubted but that Charity and mutual 
aſſiſtance among fellow members of the ſame Body is very acceptable 
ta God whenſoever and whereſoever performed. Wearetaught to 
beleive a Communion of Saints : we doubt not of their Charity to us: 
our Communion therefore with them muſt be to teſtify our joy for 
their Happineſs, and our aſſurance that their Drterceſ/ions for us are 
more prevalent with God, then the Prayers of our living imperfe& 
Brethren : Therefore ſince we may and ought, on wes Foo to beg 
theſe, and to deſire God to hear them for our good, much rather 
ſurely ought we to do the ſame with regard to the glorified Saints. 
I leave it therefore to your conſcience whether you can judg that 
a ſeparation fromGods Chxrch on this quarrel can be juſtified. 

Prot. At leaſt I ſhall never hereafter impute [olatry to her for 
this PraFice. 

52 12. Of Veneration of Images and Relics of Saints. 

$. 93. Cath. The next Point of Cathelic Do&rine, and which 
has an affinity with the laſt, regards the Veneration due to Holy 
Images and Relics, which is equally cenſared by Proteſtants. It 1s | 
thus expreſſed in the Confeſſion of Faith ſet down by Pope Pius the 57)" 
forrth. I do moſt firmly aſſert that the Images of Chriſt, - of the Virgin- 
Mother of God, as likewiſe of other Saints are to be had and retained,and 
due honour and Veneration to be given to them, and alſs to their Relics. 

$. 594. Now to juſtify the uſe which Catholics make of Images, the - 
Vexeration due to them, and that ſach Vereration is moſt unjuftly and., 
_ calumniouſly by ſome Proteſtants interpreted to be [dolatry will be * 


no hard task to perform. 
I For 
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For common reaſon and the experience of all mankind inſtru ug, 
that. men do naturally defire and delight to think or talk oft on ſuch 
things paſt, or perſons abſent from whom they have received ſome 
Signal bencfit, and much more if they expe an addition of like 
benefits. But beſides this, if the very thinking or ſpeaking of them 
with attcCion be it ſelf a Duty advantagious to us, and conducing 
to our happineſs, we will thank any perſon, and we will think it 
reaſonable to furniſh our ſelves with ſuch expedients as are proper 
ro put us oft in mind of them - which we therefore regard in a far 
other manner, then we do ſuch things as repreſent to us only in- 
different ObjeFs, I not this, Sir, ſuitable to Reaſor 2 

Prot. Truly it ſeems ſo to me. 

Cath. Then I defire you to examine your ſelf;and tell me.if whilſt 
your thoughts are employed on vain, or perhaps ſinful objcs, one 
ſhould on a ſadden hold before your eyes a Crxcifix containing the 
Hiſtory of our Saviors Paſſion, would not the fight thereof recal your 
mind to the contemplation of an Obje# more'noble, morc heavenly, 
to mediate on which would be very. beneficial to you. | 

Prot. No doubt it would. | 

Cath.- Again, may not one glance of your eye thereon ſo refreſh 
your Memory as in a moment to make you call to mind as much of 
the Story, as perhaps: the. reading of a long Chapter in the Goſpel 
would do? | | | 

Prot. That may be granted. | | 

& 94. Cath. May it not likewiſe have the fame effe&,and be yet 
more helpful to ignorant perſons who cannot read, and have weak 
Memories? h 

Prot. It may doubtlc(s. | 

$. 95+ Cath. And are not ſuch repreſentations, beſide refreſhing 
the memory, proper alſo to raiſe in your mind holy affections of 
love and gratitude to our Saviour 2? ; 

_Prot.. It is confefied : But what is all this to worſiping or adoring 
@ Crucifix or other Image ? TH 
Cath. Sir, I deſire you, ſmce theſe. terms of Adoring and Wor- 

fhiping 1n our common Ergliſh are uſually made to import the $y- 
preme Howour due to God alone, that you would, not (in imitation 


- of your /ibelling Controvertiſts, whole only aym is, by any arts to 
xender our Keljgioz odious to unwary Readers) make uſc of them 


m 


in this argument: But take the Churches own expreſiion, and call 
the reſpect we bear to Sacred Images and Relics,” Honor, Reverence 
or Vencration. . 

Prot. I am Content. 

$: 97. Cath. Then, Sir, give me leave to ask you, Whether it is 
not another kind of ſpecial regard which we have to Sacred and Hea- 
wenly ObjeFs, from that we bear to profane? as for example, Can 
you think fit to do all the ſame thingsin a Chxrch, which you would 
have no Scruple to do in your houſe, or in an unclean place? 

Prot. No doubt, a difference is to be made. 

Cath. And would you not judg that perſon injurious to our Sz- 
viour, or to his Bleſſed Mother, who ſhould deface, ſpit upon, or 
defile the PiFzres of either of them? And on the other fide, whether 
ſeeing another reverently kiſſing, either of them, you would not 
collect thereby that he bore reſpect to the glorious Perſons repre- 
ſented ? 

Prot. Let all this be granted. ; 

Cath. And would you call ſuch a reverent behavior of thelatter 
perſon, Idolatry 


to be put in them : which acknowledgment the Church her ſelf requires from 
him ? 

Prot. I confeſs, I ſeethere no Marks of Idolatry : but on the con- 
trary, an expreſs. renouncing of it, 
- $&. g8. Cath, Well, Sir; fnce then Sacred things are otherwiſe to 
be regarded, then common and profane z and again, ſixce our Saviour 
and his Saizts may receive teſtimonies of our Love and Duty, 
as likewiſe of Hatred and Scorn, by our very outward behaviour 
 ſhewed to their Repreſextations,z, Moreover Sixce it is that by Repre- 

ſentations we are.put in mind of Perſons and things highly condu- 
cing to our happineſs, and which we cannot without our great pre- 
judice negle& or forget 3 andlaltly, Sizceby them the ignorant alſo 
may very commodiouſly b2inſtruqed , and likewiſeggod afteQions 
may by them be raiſed-in all our minds ; Would you rather forfake 
the Communion of the Church, then, with her, acknowledg, that dwe 
honour and Veneration is to-be exhibited to them? 


Prot. I have no Scruple to allow:thus much. | 
F = Cath. 
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z Eſpecially when he (with the Church) profeſles ,.,._., 
that he acknowledges no kind of virtue or Divinity in them for which they Trid. © 
ſhould be honoured, or that any thing is to be beg'd of them, or any trulf 5:1: 25. 


* Mc. 
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"Cath. Then ſurely you will have leſs ſcruple to allow the ſame Ve- 


neration to the very Bodies, Members, or other Relicks of Saints. - 
Prot. Be itacknowledged : and proceed. | 
313. Of Prayer for the Dead, and Purgatory. 
$. 99. Cath. In the next place we will conſider what you obje&t 
againſt the Churches DoFrine tonching Prayer for the Dead, which 
implyes a State in them alterable to the better by our Prayers, Alms, 
&c. forthem: Which State is by the Chrrch, called Purgatory. Now 
it ſeems tome a wonderful thing that you ſhould quarrel with Gods 
Church, ſo as tothink Commmrrion with her unlawful, becauſe ſhe is 
charitable and compaſſionate to her fellow-members, as ſhe believes, 
ſtanding in great need of her aſſiſtance. 
$.--100. Prot. That which we principally reprehend in this Pra: 
Fice is, that your Church, without any Warrant trom' Gods Word,will 
impoſe this. burthen on ns. 20S | 
Cath. If you had not diſinembred that Book of Scripture which the 
Church once put into your hands, you would have foind this Duty 
of Prayer and offering Sacrifice for the fatthful departed expreſly com- 
mended and practiſed, even by the Jewiſh Synagogue long before our 
Saviowr cameitito this world. ' So that your Argument i8hke that of 
yout Patriarck Znther, who could not find in Stripture Juſtification 
4 $0 dtter he had torn the Epiſtle of St, James ont of his 
00R. w_ 7 | | " 
-: $4 1017, Novwittftanding ever in'your — you find that," o 
unclean thing can enter into the — of Godt.Neither have you. any 
the teat ground to believe'that Chriſtians full of many unrepented 
imperfeaions are perfetly cleanſed by Dying: Therefore unleſs after 
Death there be a place where they may -be purified, you moſt cra: 
elly thruſt them; Fith6tit ho redemption,” mt He, Ls AO 
- And tht you doincentradidion to the greateſt Fin of wn a 
that; 1 think, ever gave teftimony to any  Div#e Verity. For be- 
fides a world of paſſages Tprinkled in'the works of 'the Holy Fatbers 
among whoni ſorhe haye written Book} on purpoſe toenforce this Cha- 
atwble Dity towards the Dead, there never wis any "Church flace 
Chap baides' yours; whithin their Publick Titterehes $4 not Ethfloy 
their! Devetzons: id Sacrifeet for the cornfort and affiſtance of their 
Dead Brethern ; Yea even your 
terians and Fehetict ff thekatne cr: 


teinal Charity. - 
; & 102. And 


Prgl Cituryy is accuſed! by Prerbi> 


But, Whyare you a Proteſtant ? &5 

5>4. 102? And as for the place it ſelf, in which- we believe them to 
be detained, ſtiled by the Church, Purgatory 3 what a deal of un- 
neceſſary trouble do your Cetrovertiſts give themſelves in diſputi 
againſtthe fire of Purgatory, and touching the Nature, intention an 
duration of the pains ſuffered there : none of which are defined or | 
mentioned 1n the Churches Deciſion ? ; 

> $. 103. Your partality is likewiſe very unreaſonable in this mat- | 
ter. For Calvin 8by you generally efteemed a Petriark of great Aus | 
thority among all your Se#s ; who notwithſtanding affigns to the | 
Souls of the Faithfal after death 4 certainplace okt of Heaven : in which | 
they expe# (ſaith he) the fruition of Glory promiſed them, ſo that all nul. 
things remain in_ ſuſpence- until the coming of our Saviour: to Fuelgment. 3. c. 2;. | 


Now thisfo tedious faſpenfion and-amious expetation of an Obje# S © 
vehemently deſired, muſt needs bernore grievous then a ſhort ſaffer- 
ingin Purgatory, where-probably ſuch'a delayed expettation makes 
the principal torment, and where perhaps the ſufferings of many, leſs 
imperte& Souls, may be lefs tormenting than 'ſome pains ſuffered in 
this life. Yet becauſe Calviay will norcalt this his-fanciced place, Pur- 
gatory, he is Orthodox,and the Church only erroneous He is Orthodox, 
reachihg ina. manner,\rhe very ſathe [DoFyme taughtby the Church, 
and yet men can have the conſcience to forfake the Church that they 
may-learnher Dodrine abroad in a Shiſmratioal Coneregution. 
| Prot! Snch partiality-truly I cannot approve: - ii (is it / | 
(' Cath.» Thelt ave the\ Catholic -Do@rints' tnentionell'by you 'as evi 
dently contratlifting. Seripture,” and inverted. ts: promote: Ambition 
and Foarice in the'CathokcClergy, And beſides theſe, other Points 
of Controverfie- there are, which-though not charged: With ſuch an 
arputation, 'yetare eſteemed/by you of \monemt; ſifficiemt to/drive - 
our-of Gods Church.) Do you think goot-ithat-we ſhould take 
noticeof theſe alſo 2! Mode Joris 3on ! ( * TLIONIE 7 n eb 


Prot. Yes. = _ } 915 12% F 
wer 514. Of Celibary of Prieftb. ct7s 12 

- 1h, 104:Cuth. The. hntart vet rob ſhalt be the Chyrch- 
er Ordinance: touchmy Crhibac? of Prodftss. ttiptohfeſſed by us that 
thisis only. an Erwleys, Cofgitmtions It is al" confelled by the 
moſt emirient among you,'that if your Clergy would ſubmit to ſuch a 
Conftitation, Ecekſraſtical 4fſtirr would be better ordered, If they 
fay, that all men have not the Gift of Contiritnce 5 they -may- be u_ 
HT tat 


* 
* 
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* Grine of Devils, in farbiding 0. mary and commanding to abſtain from 
ce Heretics, 


thatin.caſe any one of them wants this Gift, why does he intrude 
hioelf into. the Office of a Spiritual Paſtor > Who compels him 
thereto? Yet withall the ſame. perſonin his younger days, had the 
Gift of Continence; whilſt he enjoyned a ſubſiſtence by a Felowſbipin 
the Oniverſity 5 Does then his Approaching to the Altar expel that 
Gift 2 ordoes Ordination make a wife necellary in theſe latter days 
only, whereas never any former Chriſtiar Church, not in Greece it 
ſelf, would permit any perſon, after made a Prieſt, to marry? Even 
thoſe very Councils forbad-this, which permitted marryed men to 
reccive Prieſthood. If therefore there be among them 4 wart of this 
Gift of Continence, itis their own fault: generally ſpeaking, they 
want it, becauſe they, are unwilling to enjoy it, and. will not make 
uſe of Prqyer, Reading, Abſtinence; Selitude, and other means pro- 
per to continue.it. And will you; Sir, leave Gods Church, becauſe 
thoſe whom Ged hath appointed: to take-care of your ſoul, have 
not, neither defire to haye Wives ? 6 
Prat. Go on to wr next png p Fo 
BI 15, Uf abſtznience from fleſh enjoyned in Faſting. 

\$. $05» mn ay farmet Lorſtitetion,” ſo.neither in this 
by which the Church: communds Abſtinence from fleſh on days of Faſting, 
can you have any pretention, toimpute toour Church, as we may to 
yours, that ſhe favors. carnal affeftions 2. In the former, her Clergy 
impoſed on themſelyes; alone the: -burden:of renouncihg all, eyen 
gStherwiſe Jawfill; ativfaciions. tothe fleſh :>And for this you, who 
are nothing concern, will be angry,” and forſake a Chxrch becauſe 
Mortificatjon js praciced by the Paitors.in it. In this latter Ordinance 
the indeed, I mearcher Clergy, reſtrain in fome meaſure the appetites 
of the:Laxty, but theydonot in the mean time favour themſelyes. 
If it were —_ Soils to.abate the mntemperance of our 
Bodies, Ecclefiaftics would not afflict themſelyes by prattiſing it; 
And if it begood, Laicks are too blame to find fault with it. 

&. 106. However, I cantiot judge you ſo unreaſonable as to joyn 
withi your hotheaded : Contievertiifs.and Preachers, who for theſe 
two Ordinance; fake impute'to.aur> Church. the teaching of the De+ 


meats--{ince it is manifeſt that th of whom Saint Paw 


propheſied, and which _—_— ſhortly after in the Church, uttterly 
condemned Marriage wu ally. 


p 25 anabomination in it ſelf: and _ 
- [4 
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that all Creatures having life are compoſed of particles of the evil Dei- 
ty, and thercfore to be had in execration, Now, Sr, can Tu 
obſerve any affinity between theſe Do@rires, and thoſt of the Ca- 
tholic Church, teaching that Marriage 3s honourable in. all, who ace 
calledro it 3 but yet that Virginity eſpecially in 'petſans conſecrated 
to God, is better: And again, that all Gods creatures are good, and 
to be received with thankseiving, but yet on-ſome few days' when we 
are for the good of our Souls to ſabdue our carnal Lyſts, ftermenting 
in our Bodier, it is expedient to abſtain from ſome niore nourthing 
meats, though otherwiſe in thetnſelves lawfut and-good ? 

Prot.I am ſufficiently perſwaded Saint Pa: never intended you in 
that Prophefie. And now, Sir, it will nvt be neceſſary you ſhould 
trouble your ſelf about, any other Points 'debated among us: Norie 
of which (as neither indeed the two laſt) beingof ſuch moment, 'as 
to oblige any one to break from any Churches 'Commemion at all : 
Since all the Doubts concerning them conſiſt in this, Whether a ſongls 
(Irifiinn way ſafely judg himſelf wiſer and holyer then the Church. 

ath. God Almighty eſtabliſh int your - heart a love. of his Truth and 
Peace. And now. for a farewel, give me-leave to add a few conlideras 
tions touching the general argument-of both our Niſconrſes... ' * 

Prot. I give it willingly. 

$.: 107. Cath. Then, $:r, ,you may, remetnber how at our laſt 
meeting 1 told you that it, was the common. artifice of your Controvers 
tiſts, when they are charged with Sbi/v4, to delay the examinatiou 
of that moſt important Pot, till the Greek Calends,' that is, till all 
other particular Controverſies be debated to their. fatisfaftion, which 
will never be. But now I muſt alter the exprefiton, and tell you, it 
is not ſo much a voluntary: artifice, as. pare-neceſiity that put them, 
and you, upon that unreaſonable Method, mY: | 

$. 108. When a'Catholte is examined why he's ſo, an Anſwer 1s: 
readnly ſuggeſted-to him, that it concerns the ſafety of his Soul to be: 
a member-of tliat Church which from his Creed he learns to be Holy 
and Catholic: and that the Roman 1; ſuch, having all-the Marks by 
which the only tre Church is characterized in Scripture. He antwers. 
direQly to the Queſtion, without comparing patticular Texerts of 
his Church with thoſe of. other divided Congregations, which-requires: 
much Study and learning beyond the ability. of ordinary Cathotres + 
whereas the moſt ſimple are unqueſtionably. petſwaded of the As 
| thority; 


63 But, Why are you a Proteftant'? 
thority of their Church and that keeps them ſafe in it, againſt all the: 
captious ObjeFions of SeFaries endeavouring to ſhake their Faith in 
particular Do&rines, the juſtifying of which they leave to their 
Teachers and Governors. RA 
' $. 109. But a Proteſtant being examined , Why (for example) he js 
« Member of the Churth of England, it never enters into his thoughts 
to juſtify his Church by the Marks of Onity, Antiquity, Succeſſor, 
Oniverſality, &c. nor does he pretend that his Church has any Ax- 
thority from Chriſt to oblige him to believe her rather then any Fa- 
atic Congregations ; for ſhe her ſelf will not ſuffer him to ſay ſo. What 
does he then 2 Truly he leaves his Chyrch in; a deſperately forlorn 
condition ; he never thinks of her, though ſhe bethe only ſubje&tof 
the Queſtion, but diverts his fancy to ſpy out faults and errors el{e- 
where, comforting himſelf with a perſwafion that he has found 
them; though perhaps he be not able to penetrate into, or truly 
ſtate one Point of Controverſie. | 

And this iVogical Method, Sir, you have obſerved in this Diſcorſe: 
and as iHogical as it is, I am confident you cannot mend it : for 
doubtleſs if you could have furniſhed your felf out of your Anti-ca- 
tholick Writers, or if your ſelf could invent any ſpecious Arguments 
to recommend to any mans liking, or eſteem the Church of which 
you profeſs your ſelf a Member, you would not have negleQed the 
doing it 3 {you would not have been quite filent in the only matter 
which you were concerned to prove. 

Now, Sir, I am not deſirous to take advantage againſt yon from 
your paſt Method of proceeding. Take your own time to think 
better of it, and if it be your pleaſure that we may have a third 
Meeting, 1 ſhall willingly 'expe& a dire& Anſwer to my Queſtion, 
Why are you ſtill a ProteiTant ? S_ 

Prot. I will through Gods Grace ſeriouſly think on this : and I will 
either provide a fatisfatory Arſwer, as you require, or give you 
leave to conclude, that my eyes are opened to ſee the true Catholic 
Church, of which I will live and dye a faithful Member. 

'$. 110. Cath. Gods Holy Spirit dire# you. And be pleaſed to take 
this Admorition with you : That unlefs you'can find out a way to 
demonſtrate the Proteſtant Church, in whoſe Commmion you have 
hithertolived, to-be a true Member incorporated into that Catholic 
Church, which (unleſs the Creed be.falſ:) had a being before Proteſs 


tancy 
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(except ſuch a Demonſtration can be produced) that 3 without fur- 


the Charge of Prateſtant Churches, and therefore asked you theQuels 
tion; Why are. youe Proteſtant >? Now to this Queſtion, thus intended, 
.no Anſwer can be proper but ſuch an one by which'you ſball endea- 


Church whith never did nor ever (ball- fail, and thart-it has all the 
"Marks which declare a Church to be Catholic. This you have not 


ether Diſputes are to no purpoſe, neither can Catholres be obliged 
that,being evidently and confeſledlySchiſmatics,you are allo Heretics. 


Churches from the guilt of Schiſev it. ſtill notwithſtanding you wyl 
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Aertcy was heard of, and fo continues the ſame, your Soul is in evi- 
dent danger, unleſs you forſake her : It will neceſſarily follow alſo 


ther examination all thoſe ſpecial Do&rines, which you have hither- 
totriumphed in, as Chriſtian Verities, are certainly illuſions and er- 
rours, becauſenot profeſſed in the ſame Catholic Church, which alone *' 71-3 
is the Pillar and Ground of Truth, and whoſe Teaching whoſoever will * 
not hear (and believe) is, by our Saviours ſentence, tobe eſteemed as »;,..;1. 
a Heathen and Publican. 17. 

$. 111. And indeed, todeal plainly with you, it was more then 
you could juſtly challenge in the preſent occaſion, that I ſhould have 
the compliance ſo far, as to attend unto the charges and accuſations 
laid by you againſt the ſpecial Do@rins of the Catholic Church : for 
ſuch accuſations could; have no place intan Avſwerto be made to the 
Queſtion propoſed in the beginning,' Indeed if I had now (as may 
be done another time) preciſely imputed Hercſje to you, it might 
have been proper for you to jultifie your particular Terents, and al- 
ſo to recrimimnate.But it was only the 'Crzzve of Sctiſze that I laid to 


vour to demonſtrate that the Proteſtart Church,un whoſe Communion 
you hve, is not-Schiſaratical, that it is not divided froin the Catholic 


done : and no wonder, Since yon can find no help for ſuch a pur- 
poſe from any of your Writers. And yet till that can be done, all 


to. engage. themſelves in them:or af they do fo, it isonly to ſhew you 


$. 112. Now, Sr, Since [am aflured you will find it utterly im- 
poſlible for you, this way, to excuſe any of your lately erected 


reſolve to perſiſt-divided' from that.Catholic Cherch, which has becn 
deſerted by them all, my fear is'that for the ſtupifying of your Con- 
ſcience you will think it neceſlary to make uſe of that, lately fo cryed 
up, Socinian Opiat, IT mean, that deſperate Principle, That Scbiſo is ule 
ore of thoſe Theological Scar-crows, with which thoſe who hold a party in Vitvour'e 
K Religion of Schi lis 


— — —_ CC — — ——  - ——— 


cb 
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Retigion aſe to fright away juch as raking "enquiry cinto it, are readly'to 
relinquiſh and oppoſe it, if it:either appear erroneous, oriſuſpicrons, Where- 
a whoſaever.ſhall, with atrue aui unpretendet Conſcience, perſwatlehins- 
felf,nr\ but ſuſpet$,, that the Church xequvires @ Profeſſor of falſe DoF rins, 
or raxformty toiunlawful:Pratfiſes,| ard of this each partioular perſon maſt 
be the Judge | 7#r:ſ.0h a.caſe henotonly may, but is , obliged to ſepardte 
from the Church: and by ſuch Separation rot he, but theChurch, is guilty 
of Schiſm. Now, Sir, rsnotithis-Primoiple a: Preſorwative of ſoveraign 
virtue againſt all remorſe of Conſcience for Syhiſm or Herefe > - 

Prot. But what would'yorrhave:a man/fopertwadet;or-ſo ſufpeCt- 
ing Errours and Miſdemeanors to:be'in the Chwch, to do? 

Cath. 1readily enough grant, that much aiCafe the man 'muſt 
neither profefs, nor do any thing againſt his /prefent conſrience : 
And:conſequently, 1:do notfay, /he:muſt ſeparate, butiif.the-Churcb 
forhis obftinate 'Jiſobedience ſhall:vaft han! out, !he tnnft be '(pa- 
tient. Burt thertruth is, hiscaſe'is deplorable, for every\way he 1s 


expoſcd to extreameſt —_—— conforms apainſt-Conſerence,he 
(ms mortally by-damnablekdpocrifie.ttf he refuſes to conform, that'is;to 


{obmit 'his-private: perſwaſior, or Suſpicion, to 'the Teaching of -the 
.Charch[T-mean, the. Catholic :Charof) his'fin)is yer more heynous, be- 
mg arcbellious Diſobedienceto the higheſt and avgft Drivixcly eftabl;h- 
ed Authoritzapon Earth, from the guilt of 'which Diſobeuience no 
dictates of :confoience, /howunpretended \ſovver, -cun' acquit hn. 
"Otherwiſe none but falſe !Hypocrites and ſubtle :prerenders of icon. 
ſcience can be guilty cither of Schifn-or:Herefie': yea; rhe prouder 
menace, ' the more felf-conceited-of their own jadgments, - and more 
addicted to entertain ſufpitionand contempt of 'their Superiors, the 
more innocent they'{hall be. 8b thatia 'full : perſwaſror, or-t ſeems, 
but ſ#ſpition that any. Heretivat Do@riner-are Orthodox, 'will excuſe 
all Heretics, even the molt blaſphemons, from all guilt and danger, 
and moreover, at the:end of the acconnt the Govermonrs and law- 
ful Teachers appointed by God m his Church, in cafe the excommu- 
nicate ſuch Odniee Hereticks, maſt alone be efteemed Heretics antl 
Schiſmatics, only for:teaching Truth and doing their Duty. 

$. 114. Indeed, if he who called Schiſas a Theological Scar-cerow 
had intended to apply that Expreſſion to ſingle divided Churches, 
whoſe buth has perhaps been within mans memory, and particular- 
lyto the Ch:rch of Exgland (forme Fundamental DoiFrines whereof, 


to 


to my knowledge, the did not afſent'to, and whoſe Eccleſraſtical Go- 
ernment he $1d not approve) his Afertion may be juſtified to be 
grounded on-Reafon. For who can tell how a Seperatioz from any 
of them-can becalled Schiſzr; or Texents contraditing their Hereſies? 
They all mutually favour one another with the Title of PureReforaved 
.and Safficiently\'Orthodox Charches: So' that 'in which'ſoever among 
them. any one fhall-live,and'from which ſoever of them any oneſhall 
think-fit to-depart, as liking another better, this, according to'their 
-common'gronnds.muft'be accounted a matteritra-manner,indifferent, 
and however there is in'it no danger of incurring the.guilt of Sehiſzr, 
ſo it be done with an a»pretended Conſcience. Itfeems therefore to 
me an Ac&t.unjuſt.and unſuitable to the.ggronnds of Pure Reformation 
in ſome late Preletecal H#*+iters, 'whocharge withthe Crime of Sebiſne 
their ;tender |Conſcienced Orthodox Brethrex for deſerting their - 
Communion: as it was. anciently inthe Donatifts, thoſe Hrch-contri- 
wers-of Schiſmes ' for doing the ſame tothe Prixeianiſts, Maximiauiſis 
and Rougatifts, ſubdivided Se#s, Spawned fromthem. 

It is plain therefore that among all Reformed Congregations, Schiſm 
'1s a meer Scar-crow, and the like may be ſaid of Hereſi : And -the 
xeaſon.is, becauſe both Herefe and Sch;ſar nut include an oppoſition 
to that Church only which can juſtly challenge an Authority to deter- 
min what Do&rins are-trucan to be believed by all Chrifti- 
&s,and-to oblige all-under penalty of Anatherra's to joyn inher Corm- 
-ommion : Which Lthority only belongs to the Catholic Church,and 
which is not ſo much as-pretended to by any Reformed Congregations. 

$. 115. Henceit necellarily follows, that the entertaining a per- 
fwaſion that the Catholic:Church (to which God hath made'a Promiſe 
that be \will lead ber into all Trath) is guilty of Erronrs, can proceed 7!! «ky Ws 
only from an exceſs of Spiritual Pricte : but it is moreover *&rormntie © © 
an obſtraftion of Reaſon, upon a meer ſuſpicion of fach Errors, to 
'eſteemone's Self obliged to ſeparate from her Communion. But ſo 
peſtilent isthe Nature of Spiritual Sins, that though all men condemn 
them, and moſt men are deeply ſtained with them, yet not any one 
can ſee them in himfelf. Where ſhall we find an uſurping Oppreſlor 
acknowledge himſelf Covetous'? or an ambitious man, proud > So 
never did any Schiſpraticſay, or think himſelf Such. He acknow- 
ledges that he ſeparates fromthe Church, and boaſts of it,yet he will 
not endure to be eſteemed a Schiſzatic, as if Sinlurked onlyin the 
Greek expre{lion. To 
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* * Moretothis ans ou may find the Colleftion of 
Teſtimonies ontof the Holy Eahers gut w_ nes Our. "boa Diſcqurle. 


Prof. Iwell remember them : therefore, if you pleaſe, here we may make 


.an end. 

116. Cath. Farcwel, Sir, ind zardon the frequent urging of this moſt 
| #106 Cab Fav It I thought you would require ir, 780g very caſily 
- have concluded this Diſcourſe, as.I did. the former, wry a Celetionef Teft- . 

monies from the Holy Fathers to juſtific the Churches Doftrumes th /all-the 

Points hete mentioned. , Bur ſuch a- Collet22n having. been the e y. Subjccr 
-of many great volumns publiſhed by Catholie Dodfors, it will 'be Gallen to 
. refer you to them. raps fo ire you to take notice in g them, 
faſt, That never any ſuch Book has been written by any Proteſtant. And next, 
_ . chat ſuch Colleftions have been made by Catholecs'ro ſhew that their whole Re- 

Tian, came by. deſcent from the Amtrent mm Whereas Proteſtanivorly 

ang ove On, oe Sclect omq Or AIEVONS 

their Writings, with a purpoſe ro caſt ore the unwary R; aders 

thar they wyD elude the force of thoſe Oops THEE) Gr exon _ 
' ber, and- more P_ evident, ra by Catholics. _ - 
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